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Letter from the Minister 

M 
y dear friends,  
    As I begin to write 
this letter for our 
“refreshed” 

magazine, so the city begins to 
prepare/steel itself (I leave you to 
decide which is more appropriate) 
for the month of the Festival and 
Fringe: again! As I so often say, 
“tempus fugit”…  The major 
“refreshment” of the magazine, as 
you know, is that we are reducing 
the number of editions each year, 
in part to improve our use of 
resources; in part to increase the 
content and impact of the 
magazine; and, in part to reduce 
the pressure on time in production. 
We are very grateful to our new 
Editor for his guidance, wisdom 
and experience in enabling us to 
use our time and resources more 
effectively, and we trust that you 
will enjoy the results!   

A joke to 
demonstrate that 
not all things 
improve: Do 
you know 
when ducks 
wake up? At the 
quack of dawn! 

The passing of 
time is something 
of which we are 
all aware – a 
glance in the 
mirror; an attempt to 
pick something up; a 

review of the bank balance; a note 
in the diary – so much in our daily 
“round” reminds us that nothing is 
constant; nothing still. As you read 
the pages with the reports from the 
General Assembly in May, you 
will perhaps recall previous 
reports: you may find yourself 
thinking about the Church of 
which we are a part today; and 
such thoughts, inevitably, make us 
recall the one which we remember 
from our youth – and then fret 
about the one which is yet to come.   

It is a part of our human 
condition, as we grow older and 
time seems to pass ever more 
quickly, to feel a degree of anxiety: 
and that leads, inevitably, to fear. It 
was Yoda who said, “Fear is the 
path to the dark side. Fear leads to 
anger. Anger leads to hate. Hate 
leads to suffering” (Star Wars), 
and we only have to look at the 
news to see the truth of that in  
our time. 

We are a part of a tradition 
which follows someone who 

had something 
to say about 
this: his 
detailed 

advice in 
Matthew 6 
ends, “So do 
not worry 

about 
tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will 
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Online donations 

St Anne’s accepts online donations. 

Scan the QR code. Enter an 

amount. Input 

your card 

details. Please 

do not forget 

to GiftAid 

your donation. 

Thank you! 

http://www.stannescorstorphine.org.uk/
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Session on safe, driveway and union 

A new safe, repairs to the Kirk 
driveway and the vexed question 
of the proposed union with 
neighbouring churches are among 
the items discussed by the 
Session at their recent meetings. 

By the time this magazine is 
published the first two should be 
close to resolution. However, 
much work remains to be done on 
the future of churches in 
Corstorphine. The current model 
envisages a merger of St Anne’s, 
St Ninian’s and St Andrew’s. Yet 
because the ministers of St 
Anne’s and St Ninian’s are both 
on unrestricted tenure, the 
understanding is that little will 
change until one of them demits 
office (though this could always 
change!). Nevertheless, the 
General Trustees require a plan. 

Meanwhile, the treasurers 
reported a post-pandemic increase 
in income from lettings, although 
this naturally incurs more 
expenditure. 

In other business, the Session 
approved the appointment of 
Marion Lees McPherson as new 
organist (see pages 14 and 15), 
agreed to the repair of several 
chairs in the Youth Chapel and 
heard requests for more 
volunteers to help with the 
Sound/Video desk and with the 
Sunday Club. Neither is restricted 
to Session members and anyone 
interested is encouraged to get in 
touch via the office. 

Future dates for Kirk Session 
meetings are: Wednesday, 
October 4, and Wednesday, 
November 29, both at 7.30pm. 

Many happy returns to Isabel 
Whitelaw, who recently celebrated 
her 90th birthday. Isabel has been 
an active member of St Anne’s for 
many years, helping at the 
Caring&Sharing club and the Fan 
club, serving tea and coffee with a 
cheeky smile. She cut her cake at 
the Friday Summer Café.  

bring worries of its own. Today’s 
trouble is enough for today.” Yet, 
how difficult it can be to deal with 
new things without becoming 
nostalgic; or to embrace change 
without becoming grumpy; or to 
live today without worrying about 
tomorrow. 

The Psalmist wrote: “But I trust 
in you, O Lord; I say, ‘You are 
my God.’ My times are in your 
hand;…” I recently read a chapter 
in a book which talked about time: 
our time; our use of time; and our 
need to rest in the presence of God 
– to be in the present with God. 
Speaking about the invention of 
the clock, Liz Shercliff writes that 
the “invention of the clock, and 
later the digital clock, has allowed 
us to divide time into smaller and 
smaller units, and because we 
have divided it, we have the 
impression that we are in control 
of it”. Of course, we are not. 
Experience shows us that – 
however much we may try to duck 
the truth! 

Time passes, things change, 
and any “control” we may have 
turns out all too often to be over 
the “little” things – when we get 
up; what we watch on television; 
the bus timetable etc. The really 
big things actually require us to 
have faith, and rest for a while in 
God, while things sort themselves 
out, while a resolution is 
discerned. 

As you read this, there are big 
questions “out there”, and it is 
easy to feel overwhelmed by them.  
But: if we have the courage to rest 
a while in God, with God, we will 
see that things do have a way of 
resolving themselves.   

May God bless and keep you. 

Minister’s letter (continued) 
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Remembrance Sunday: November 12 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion will be 
celebrated on Sunday, October 29, 
at 11am, the day the clocks go back. 
Elders have been informed of their 
roles. There is usually a short 
Communion service after Morning 
Worship on the last Sunday of other 
months. This is held in the Youth 
Chapel. All are welcome. 

Morning Worship on Sunday, 
November 12, will begin at the 
earlier time of 10.50am. This is to 
allow the congregation to take part 
in the national Act of 
Remembrance at 11am when a  
two-minute silence is kept. 

Remembrance Sunday is a time 
for us all as a nation to 
acknowledge corporately the 
sacrifice of those who have gone 
before us this year into God's 
hands, including our loved ones, 
members of the St Anne’s family 
and people who were important 
figures in our civic, military and 
private lives.  

This time allows us to focus on 
those whom we will miss most, 
while at the same time saluting 
those who gave their lives serving 
our country in the cause of the 
freedom we enjoy.  

The Rev Dr Scott Shackleton, 
head of the Church of Scotland 
Faith Action Programme, writes: 
Jesus was a young man, only 33 
years old, when He died in a brutal 
killing. As far as we know, many 
of those who followed Him were 
young women and men. They were 
His friends and, just before His 
arrest and execution, He 
commanded them to love one 

another as He loved them. I 
suspect that these words meant 
something very deep to Jesus and 
His friends. Over time they would 
find deeper meaning in this call to 
follow Jesus’s commands on how 
to live – many of them too would 
be executed. Many tears will have 
been shed by those young women 
and men, despite their firm belief 
that “everything’ll be alright”.  

Paul reminds us that we need to 
learn to rejoice and be content in 
all things – even on the bad days – 
but he does not forbid tears of 
healing. You may never have 
fought in a war, or lost a loved one 
in a military conflict, but you are 
likely to know someone who is 
bearing a loss or facing great pain 

through sickness. The more you 
love that person, the more your 
pain will be felt. 

Remembrance is a time when 
we give thanks to those who have 
gone before us and set an example 
to us all in how to live well. They 
inspire us to live well ourselves. 
Jesus is our ultimate example and 
friend in this journey of life which, 
as we sing in the hymn of that 
name, “…may be easy, may be 
hard, there will be danger on the 
way./ But with Christ at my side 
I'll do battle as I ride/ ’gainst the 
foe that will lead me astray.” 

On this day we remember those 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice in 
defending the freedoms under 
which we in Scotland and the UK 
are privileged to live. 

We pray for those who carry 
loss in their hearts and those who 
still bear the scars of conflict in 
body, mind and spirit. We think of 
all those who have recently lost 
loved ones and those who walk a 
path of suffering with those in pain 
from illness. We pray for the 
healing touch of the risen Christ to 
fall upon all of them and ask that 
they may know the reassurance of 
faith, that in and through Christ 
Jesus all things will be made new. 

Harvest Festival 
We will celebrate Harvest 
Festival on Sunday, October 8. 
While we thank God every week 
for his blessings, this is a chance 
to give thanks for the crops in 
our fields and the food we eat. 

In Matthew’s Gospel (VI:  
25-33) we read: “Is not life more 
than food, and the body more 
than clothes? Look at the birds of 
the air; they do not sow or reap 
or store away in barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. 
Are you not much more valuable 
than they? Can any one of you, 
by worrying, add a single hour to 
your life?” 

All Saints Day  – Wednesday, 
November 1 – will be marked by a 
service of Holy Communion, which 
will be celebrated in the Sanctuary 
at 7.30pm. 

For all the Saints 

Note: for vicar read minister! 
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Guild’s day at the races 
Since our AGM at the end of 
March, there have been no Guild 
meetings over the summer months, 
but much forward planning has 
been taking place for events and 
the syllabus for the coming 
session, which starts on Tuesday 
September 12 with an afternoon 
meeting. 

Over the past two years we 
have not been in a position to 
donate monies to charities because 
of the uncertainties relating to 
Covid. We are pleased to announce 
that we have now been able to give 
to two of our Project Partners, 
namely The Vine Trust and Beat. 
We have also been able to give a 
donation to St Anne’s Church, 
details of which will be announced 
when we return in the autumn. 

With the cost of our summer 
outings having risen so much in 
recent years, we decided this year 
to have a themed afternoon tea in 
the hall. This took place on June 
20 and the theme was “A day at 
the races”.  

As you will see from the 
photograph, everyone turned up 
with their smart outfits and fancy 
hats. We enjoyed a splendid array 
of sandwiches, scones and cakes, 
accompanied by gallons of tea and 
coffee. 

Because this magazine is now 
to be published on a quarterly 
basis, you will note several dates 
for your diary are mentioned as far 
ahead as December. We shall of 
course try to update everyone of 
“happenings” closer to their actual 

dates, but would ask that you 
pay special note to the intimations 
in the Orders of Service and that 
you check Kath's monthly email 
with “Guild Doings”. 

One final point: as we approach 
the autumn/winter season, if you 
are not already a member of the 
Guild, why not come along and 
give us a try? Both men and 
women are most welcome (yes, we 
do have some male members). We 
have a varied programme of 
speakers and each meeting ends 
with time for a chat and a cup of 
tea. The meetings take place on a 
fortnightly basis, one in the 
afternoon, then two weeks later an 
evening meeting. We would love 
to see you there. (Ethel Thomson) 

Guild dates 
 

September 9 
Guild Annual Gathering being held 
in the Assembly Hall 
 

September 10-17 
Guild Week 
 

September 12 
New Guild Session commences 
with an afternoon meeting at 
2.30pm. At the time of writing, 
syllabi are not yet printed, but they 
will be available in September. 
 

December 5 
Guild Christmas celebrations 

Become a fan of the Fan Club 
The Fan Club meets on alternate 
Fridays in the Kaimes Hall at 
10.30am.  

The club was formed more 
than ten years ago, replacing the 
retired folk’s home. The format 
was changed and we now enjoy 
tea, coffee and home-baking 
served at your table. At each 

meeting a speaker talks for about 
45 minutes and the meeting 
closes around 12 noon.   

The committee have been 
busy during the summer finding 
speakers and now have a varied 
and interesting syllabus for 
September 8 when we restart. 

Do join us. All are welcome. 

Magazine dates 
Welcome to your new-look St 
Anne’s Parish Magazine. Thank 

you to all who have contributed 
to this issue and apologies to 
those whose material has been 

held over. The next issue will 
cover Advent, Christmas and the 
start of Lent. The deadline for 

submissions is October 31. 
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Caring&Sharing with badgers Easy fundraising 

 

With the Christmas shopping 
period not too far off, now would 

be a good time to support St 
Anne’s Church by signing up to 
easyfundraising.org.uk. 

You raise donations whenever 
you shop online with more than 
7,000 brands including John 

Lewis & Partners, eBay, Argos, 
M&S and more. Plus, once you 
have raised your first £5, 

easyfundraising will double it. 
Sign up today and then choose  
as your cause: 

stanneschurchedinburgh. 
To date we have raised more 

than £1,650 for the church.  

Mighty oaks grow 

The Acorn is an inter-church group 
that meets on the last Monday of 
every month between September 
and June for a morning of fun and 
fellowship.  

We get together with friends 
from many of the Corstorphine 
churches for coffee and 
entertainment, sometimes with a 
speaker, or sometimes finding 
interesting stories from among our 
own members.  

To give you a little glimpse of 
our activities: for our last meeting 
in May, we had Margaret Grant, 
with a guest pianist and some of 
the Springwell Golden Voices 
choir who joined us for a session of 
pure nostalgia, singing hymns and 
choruses remembered from days 
gone by, some as far back as their 
childhoods. A great time was had 
by all. 

Why not brighten your Monday 
morning once a month? We would 
love to see you. 

The first meeting of the new 
season will be on Monday, 
September 25, at 10am in the 
Belgrave Room at St Anne’s 
Church. 

For further information please 
feel free to contact Muriel Gibson 
on: 317 1335 

Members of the Caring&Sharing 
group are looking forward to the 
new session, which begins on 
Friday, September 15, at 10.30am. 

Interspersed with our café-style 
meetings, where much 
conversation and laughter is 
enjoyed, there is a varied 
programme of speakers ranging 
from Care and Repair, an 
organisation offering independent 
advice and assistance to the 
elderly on home repairs and 
improvements, to Scottish 
Badgers, a charity working to 
protect badgers, their setts and 
natural habitats. 

You don’t have to be a “carer” 

to attend. If you haven’t been 
before, do come along and give us 
a try.  

Because “sharing” bears equal 
importance with “caring”, we 
welcome everyone to join us. We 
meet on alternate Friday mornings 
at 10.30am in the Belgrave 
Room.  
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Taken as read 

 

The St Anne’s Book Group restarts 
for the Autumn term on Wednesday 

August 30. At that meeting we will 
be discussing Ian McEwan’s 2014 
novel The Children Act, a work that 

has been compared with Charles 
Dickens’s Bleak House. 

During that evening a list of the 

books that we will be reading 
during the forthcoming year will be 
given out. Please inquire via the 

office if you are unable to attend or 
have not received it. 

The St Anne’s Book Group 

meets approximately every six 
weeks and all meetings are held in 
the Belgrave Room at 7.30pm, with 

refreshments beforehand. New 
members are most welcome to 
come along and join us. 

St Anne’s group restart dates: autumn  2023 
 

Jack & Jill  Wednesday August 23 
 
Lunch Club  Wednesday August 23 
 
Book Group  Wednesday August 30 
 
FAN Club   Friday September 8 
 
Guild   Tuesday September 12 
 
Caring & Sharing Friday September 15 
 
Badminton  Monday September 18 



Scottish Evening at St Anne’s 
Saturday, December 2, 2023 

6.30pm – 9.00pm 
 

Featuring Bernie Hewitt 
Accomplished Accordionist 

 
 

Music, dancing, songs and more from Scotland and beyond, 
live on the accordion. Come along and join in the family 

fun! 
Light Supper Included 

 
 

Tickets:  Adult £6 
   Child £3 

Family £15 
 

(Available from Lyn Chalmers, Anne Ritchie or the office) 
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Feeding the hungry 

Many thanks to all those members 
of the congregation who have 
continued to contribute to the 
Foodbank.  

During the current cost of living 
squeeze your support is needed 
more than ever. 

The Foodbank collection is on 
the FOURTH Sunday of the month. 
Please bring packaged food, tinned 
food and toiletries. But please NO 
fresh or chilled food. 

All your donations are taken to 
the Edinburgh Food Project, which 
not only provides emergency food 
supplies and support to people in 
crisis, but also works with people, 
communities and partner agencies 
to address the underlying causes of 
food poverty.  

See: edinburghfoodproject.org 

Remembering Mary Patterson 

Mary Patterson (nee McColl), an 
Elder at St Anne’s since 1998, 
died on May 22, 2023 aged 76.  

After studying at Murray 
House she taught at Drum Brae 
Primary School, where she had 
44 children in her first class. She 
was creative in her teaching, 
bringing events in the world into 
her classes including, apparently, 
building a life-size 
replica of the 
Kontiki raft in the 
school library with 
one class. It was this 
approach that led to 
her being called the 
“best teacher ever”.  

She married 
Ronnie Patterson in 
1972 and they had 
three children: 
Claire, Emma and 
John.  

Mary loved 
working with 
children and spent 
the rest of her 
working life at 

Edinburgh Zoo, on its education 
programme. She was also county 
commissioner for Edinburgh 
Guides.  

Mary’s faith was deep and 
strong: from her days as organist 
at Stenhouse Church, Saughton, 
to when she joined St Anne’s in 
the mid-1980s, her faith was 
seen in how she treated people 

and how she lived 
her life. She was 
ordained an Elder 
in 1998 and 
served with great 
dedication, 
wisdom and 
love. She was also 
involved in many 
activities at St 
Anne’s including 
the Fan Club, the 
Guild and the 
Book Club. At 
Mary’s funeral her 
family summed  
her up in two 
words: “love”  
and “rock”. 

Ian Scott 

Ian Scott, who died on June 13 
aged 90, was an Elder at St 
Anne's for more than 50 years 
having been ordained in 1972.  

Ian was a founder member of 
the St Anne’s Scouts and a keen 
photographer, always taking 
photos at Sunday School 
picnics and Scout events. He 
was a loyal member of the 
congregation, sitting in the back 
row – perhaps a legacy of his 
role as our original “sound 
operative”. 
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Three Sundays, three churches 

W 
hen we are away on our sailing yacht, 
we like to go ashore to enjoy 
worship at a local church. We 
were in Campbeltown recently 

and attended a service at Campbeltown Parish 
Church. Built in 1872, this church was 
formerly known as the Lorne and 
Lowland Church because it was built to 
accommodate English speaking incomers 
to the town. You can see why the bell 
tower is a well known local landmark! 
Now renamed, this was our first experience 
of a merged congregation, due to the fact 
that a second church in the town had  
recently closed.   

It was Father’s Day and the locum 
minister, the Rev Linda Broadley, talked 
about fathers being heroes, and the heroes in 
our lives, concluding by asking the Sunday 
school to hand out Heroes chocolates to the 
congregation. It was also the end of Sunday 
school for the summer, and we greatly 
enjoyed observing four young children and 
also a baby being presented with books.  
During the service we were given a 
warm welcome and afterwards 
we enjoyed coffee, where we 
heard that the 
congregation are very 
excited to have a new 
minister joining them 
in August. 

The second Sunday 
we were at the Royal 
Highland Show, 
where we attended 
the official service of 
worship held in the 
President’s Pavilion.  
What a grand affair!  
The service was 
conducted by a former 

Moderator, the Very Rev Dr Angus 
Morrison, who is the appointed Royal 

Highland and Agricultural Society of 
Scotland Chaplain this year. Performing either 
side of him were the Edinburgh Pitchcraft 
Choir and the Clacks District Brass Band. It 
was a very special service aimed at agricultural 
life and with such wonderful musical and vocal 
accompaniments; we all sang our hearts out. 
The service ended with a blessing in Gaelic. 
    Obviously, I could not take a photograph 
during the service, but I surreptitiously took 
one just before it started. It’s not the best 
photograph, but it gives you an indication of 
the size of the band and you can see the 
wonderful colourful outfits of the choir. 
    And for our third church? The following 

Sunday we were back among friends at  
St Anne’s, Corstorphine. 

Being away from   
St Anne’s need not stop 
us finding fellowship 
with Christians in other 
parts of the country.  
Lisa Watson reports  
on her recent travels and 
the services she visited 
with her husband Tom 

Have you visited 
another church? 
Why not share 
your experiences 
with members of 
St Anne’s? Please 
send about 400 
words and a 
couple of pictures 
to the office. 

Above, the colourfully attired choir and 
their accompanying band gather in the 
President’s Pavilion at the Royal Highland 
Show. Left, the belltower of 
Campbeltown Parish Church  
(Pictures: Lisa Watson) 
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Marion Lees McPherson 
has joined St Anne’s as 
organist. In the 1970s she 
appeared with Bob 
Marley and played with a 
rock group from East 
London. More recently 
she has been at the 
forefront of  a campaign 
for adjustable organ 
benches in churches, as 
Tim Bullamore reports 

 

R 
etirement as organist of 
Stockbridge Parish 
Church in 2021 was 
meant to provide more 

free time for Marion Lees 
McPherson, better known in parts 
of the music world as Benni Lees. 
“I wasn’t looking for a new post,” 
she explains. “I was looking 
forward to deputising and had 
planned several weekends away.” 

However, a request from St 
Anne’s to cover the organ for the 
Passion and Easter Sunday 
services gradually led to a rethink. 
“I knew of St Anne’s, but I’d not 
previously seen the organ,” she 
says. “It is a really nice church 
with a really great organ.” She 
found that the St Anne’s choir was 
not bad either. “They’re extremely 
good,” she says, voicing her 
admiration of their commitment 
and dedication.  

Anyone fearing, or hoping for, 
a radical overhaul of the music at 
St Anne’s can think again. “It will 
be a ‘steady as she goes’ approach 
to the music,” Marion explains. 
“There will be no really radical 
changes. Maybe just the 
introduction of a little music new 
to St Anne’s.” 

The music before and after the 
services will receive some gentle 
scrutiny from Marion’s 

experienced eye, but again nothing 
too extreme. “I like to connect it to 
the theme of the service if 
possible,” she says. “It helps with 
the choice of music to have in 
mind the Church year.” 

Originally from Huntingdon, 
where her father gave her the 
nickname “Benni”, Marion came 
to Scotland in 1987 after acquiring 
a husband who is a Church of 
Scotland minister followed by two 
children. Before that she had been 
the singer in a rock group. “At 
York University, I was in a band 
called Expensive,” she told The 
Scotsman a couple of years ago. 
“There were three women singers 
while the men played the 
instruments.” 

In 1973 they were invited to be 
the support act for Bob Marley’s 
band The Wailers at a gig in York. 
“They looked like fish out of 
water. Ultra-cool guys smoking 
these massive spliffs, dressed in 
this Rasta way which was a 
completely foreign world to us,” 
Marion told The Guardian. The 
band impressed Marley so much 

that he invited the women to be his 
backing singers, but they 
demurred. “We can’t just up and 
leave, we’ve got three degrees to 
finish,” she recalled them saying. 

When they arrived in London in 
1975 the men diversified into 
contemporary jazz, while the 
women wanted to continued 
singing together “so we decided to 
take up instruments ourselves,” she 
said. In Marion’s case it was the 
electric bass, an instrument she 
had started playing at the age of 
about 15, combining rock gigs on 
Saturday evenings with playing the 
organ at church the following 
morning. “Some Sunday mornings 
I went red-eyed to play for Matins 
having arrived back from a 
Saturday night gig only an hour or 
two earlier,” she recalled in a 
Spotlight feature for the Society of 
Women Organists. 

The London band expanded and 
became known as the Stepney 
Sisters. “We lived in a squat in 
Stepney with very little money,” 
she said. Because of their shared 
belief in feminism, the Stepney 
Sisters (Marion on bass, with 
Ruthie Smith on sax, Nony Ardill 

Marion with the Stepney Sisters. 
Right, with Fatima Catima 

‘We lived in a 
squat in Stepney 
with little money’ 

Meeting our new organist 
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on guitar, Sharon Nassaur playing 
keyboards and Susy Hogarth their 
drummer) chose to write their own 
songs, taking on feminist issues 
and portraying women as positive 
and autonomous. “We printed the 
words and distributed them and 
appeared in feminist publications 
such as Spare Rib,” she added. 

Along the way Marion held 
several  jobs, including as a pianist 
for contemporary dancers. In 1981 
she wrote the music for Pigeon 
Street, an animated children’s 
show on BBC television. “I was 
given the words of the songs 
which I put to music and arranged 
for the last band in which I played 
bass, Soulyard,” she recalled. She 
also wrote the music for ITV’s 
Rub a Dub Dub, a series of stories 
using nursery rhymes. 

Once in Scotland she worked as 
a pianist for Scottish Ballet’s 
outreach team, often finding  
herself writing music to augment 
that of Tchaikovsky and other 
composers in contemporary 
renditions of the great ballet 
classics. She then found a full-time 
position at the Dance School of 

Scotland in Glasgow. “The end of 
year performances at the King’s 
Theatre, Glasgow, were pretty 
special, and I wrote various pieces 
to order for the choreography as 
well as playing the piano and once 
again dusting off the bass in a 
piece with rock and bagpipes,” she 
added. 

Marion became director of 
music at Stockbridge in 1995, 
which is where she first 
encountered Jamie. “He sang in a 
performance of Stainer’s 
Crucifixion with us,” she recalled. 
They have also worked together at 
Mortonhall Crematorium. 

Home today is an old 
farmworker’s cottage in Liberton, 
in the south of Edinburgh, where 
Marion lives with her feline friend, 
Fatima Catima. Her son Matthew, 
a former police officer went on to 
study law and is becoming a 
procurator fiscal at the Crown 
Prosecution Service, while her 
daughter Madeleine is a yoga 
teacher in North Carolina in the 
United States. 

In recent years Marion has 
attracted national attention for her 

role in the Society Women 
Organists’ adjustable bench 
campaign (ABC), which has led to 
appearances in national 
newspapers and on Radio 4. The 
absence of adjustable organ 
benches is not a recent issue. As a 
teenage organist working on the 
tiny one-manual Hill organ in her 
local church, “playing the pedals 
was just about impossible for me 
as my legs didn’t reach the pedals 
from the non-adjustable bench, so 
I never really managed to play 
properly,” she said. 

After returning to the organ in 
Scotland she again found that 
reaching the pedals was a 
challenge. Then one day she 
spotted a pair of chunky, high-
heeled shoes in an organ loft. 
“Trying them on, in true 
Cinderella fashion, I found they 
fitted perfectly,” she said. The 
heels gave her the extra couple of 
inches she needed, although when 
she took her ARCO organist’s 
exam she was delighted to find 
that an adjustable bench was 
available. As indeed one will soon 
be at St Anne’s. 



Walking group’s summer of great rambles 

The St Anne’s walking group had 
a good syllabus of walks this 
summer, with only one cancelled 
because of rain at the time of 
writing. Below is the group 
nearing the end of our walk 
through the grounds of Hopetoun 
House, where we spotted countless 
lambs and fawns running around. 

By the time you read this the 
nights will be drawing in and the 
walks will be over, finishing at the 
end of August with a meal in the 
Torfin bar and restaurant. 

We have also had a few 
daytime walks and there are at 
least two of these planned for 
September and October. Phone me 

if you would like to know the 
details. You are welcome to join 
us. If anyone would like me to 
arrange short morning or afternoon 
walks, get in touch and I will see 
what I can do. Even if there are 
just two of us. 

Muriel Gibson: 317 1335 
(Picture: Tim Bullamore) 

Summer Café 

During the summer months, in the 
absence of Caring&Sharing@St 
Anne’s and the FAN Club, the 
Summer Café has provided an 
opportunity for everyone to 
continue to meet for a time of 
company and conversation.  

Along with our own St Anne’s 
family, we have welcomed visitors 
from the wider Corstorphine 
community and even from as far 
afield as Australia.  

The café has been well attended 
every week, but there is always 

room for more and while it has 
drawn to a close for this year, it 
would be lovely if we could 

welcome even more supporters 
next year.  
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Exercise challenge 

Are you fit enough for old age? 
If you think we are joking, we 

are not. Getting older is a 
challenge, the kind of challenge 
that we in the Seniors Exercise 
Class enjoy facing up to.  

Every Monday morning we 
work on our balance and 
strengthen hips, pelvic floors and 
abdominal muscles. With old 
age we lose muscle bulk and 
strength. This is addressed with 
resistance bands. All this is 
choreographed to music. We are 
sociable and have lots of laughs 
while doing ourselves good. 
FLexercise Specially for Seniors 
is on Mondays from 10.35am to 
11.45am in the Kaimes Hall. 

Cards for Ukraine 

This painting of sunflowers by 
Yulia Koshova, a Ukrainian artist  
from Bakhmut, has been 
reproduced as a card by John 
Barrett. A pack of five costs £10 
with all funds benefitting the 
people of Ukraine. Please contact 
John on 07801 057446 or by email: 
barrett.john@btconnect.com 
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Film Club 

Tuesday, October 31 
Chicken Run 
Basically, a re-make of The Great Escape – with  
chickens. Hilarious! (Second time lucky!) 
(84 minutes, Colour/animated, U) 

Tuesday, November 28 
The Man who Sued God 
“An hilarious, heart-warming tale 
of one man’s fight against the 
system…” 
(96 minutes, Colour, 15, 

Contains strong language) 

Tuesday, December 19 
NB: film begins at 6.45pm 
It’s a Wonderful Life 
A 1946 American Christmas fantasy drama 
film based on the short story and booklet  
The Greatest Gift by Philip Van Doren Stern. 
(131 minutes, B&W, U) 

Tuesday, January 30 
Sister Act 2 – Back in the Habit 
Whoopie Goldberg as Sister Delores Van 
Cartier coming to the aid of her nun friends 
who need her help to save her old school.  
No mountain is too high! Foot-tapping fun! 
(107 minutes, Colour, PG) 

Tuesday, February 27 
Roman Holiday 
To get you in the mood for  
holiday planning.  
(113 minutes, B&W, U) 

Tuesday, March 12 
Chocolat 
A thought before Easter… 
(117 mins, Colour, 12) 

All welcome! Free entry, and refreshments provided. 
Doors open at 6.30pm. The show begins at 7.00pm. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_by_medium#Films
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magic_realism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drama_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drama_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Greatest_Gift
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Van_Doren_Stern
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Behind the hymn:  
Now Thank We All Our God 

Some famous hymns of 
praise and thanksgiving 
were written in astonishing 
circumstances of pain and 
distress. Now Thank We All 
Our God is no exception 
 
 
 

T 
he joy and serenity of this 
hymn are staggering, when 
you learn the 
circumstances in which it 

was written. Martin Rinkart was a 
pastor at Eilenberg, Saxony, during 
the terrible Thirty Years’ War  
(1618-1648).   

As a walled city, Eilenberg 
offered some protection to the 
inhabitants. No wonder that 
political and military refugees of all 
sorts poured into the city, making it 
dangerously overcrowded. Soon the 
water supply was fouled, the 
sanitation overwhelmed and the 
food ran out – leaving people 
famished and diseased.   

In 1637 a terrible pestilence 
swept through the city, killing some 
8,000 people including Rinkart’s 

beloved wife. By that time Rinkart 
was the only minister left in 
Eilenberg, because the others had 
either died or fled for their lives. 

Rinkart alone conducted the burial 
services for 4,480 people, 
sometimes taking as many as  
50 funerals a day. 

Eilenberg was besieged and 
overrun three times – once by the 
Austrian army and twice by the 
Swedes. When a Swedish general 
demanded the town pay him 30,000 
thalers, Rinkart pleaded that the 
impoverished city could never meet 
such a levy, but the general scorned 
him. At that, Rinkart turned to his 
companions and said: “Come, my 
children, we can find no mercy with 
man; let us take refuge with God.”  

On his knees there and then, 
Rinkart led his friends in a fervent 
prayer and in the singing of a hymn. 
The Swedish commander was so 
moved that he decided that the levy 
would not be 30,000 thalers, but 
instead be the considerablv reduced 
sum of 1,350 thalers.   

Somehow, out of the hell of the 
Thirty Years War came this lovely 
hymn of peace and total trust in 
God. Martin Rinkart had to dig deep 
into his faith to survive. The result 
was utter and serene dependence on 
God – despite the chaos and 
destruction all around him. 

Now thank we all our God 
With heart and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things hath done, 
In whom His world rejoices; 
Who, from our mother’s arms, 
Hath blessed us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 
And still is ours today. 
 
Oh may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts 
And blessed peace to cheer us; 
And keep us in His grace, 
And guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all ills 
In this world and the next. 
 
All praise and thanks to God 
The Father now be given, 
The Son, and Him who reigns 
With them in highest heaven, 
The one eternal God, 
Whom earth and heaven adore; 
For thus it was, is now, 
And shall be evermore. 

A prayer for September 

Dear Father in heaven, 
 
September is a time of change, a 
change of season, changes in 
many areas of our lives as a new 
term begins and new 
opportunities present themselves. 
It can be a time of challenge and 
uncertainty for many of us as well 
as excitement.  

Thank you Lord, that You 
never change, Your promises 
never change, Your Holy-Spirit 
inspired Word never changes. 
You are constant and rock-solid, 
always. 

Help us to remember that You 
make all things new when we put 
our trust in Jesus, You give us 
new life and new ways of 
understanding, but help us also to 
remember that You never 
contradict Your revealed self. 
Help us always to check out our 
thinking with what You say in 
Your Word. Help us to be faithful 
to You as we take each step 
forward, each new day. 
 
In Jesus name, Amen 
 
(By Daphne Kitching) 

Social media 

You can follow St Anne’s on 
social media with the following 
links. Plus, don’t forget that for 
those unable to join us in person, 
Morning Worship is broadcast live 
on Sunday morning at 11am via 
the website, where the recording is 
also available for a week. 

twitter.com/
st_annes_church 

facebook.com/
stannescorstorphine 

instagram.com/
stanneschurchcorstorphine 
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Diary dates: Sept-Nov 2023 
September 
Sunday 3  11am Morning Worship 
Wednesday 6  12 noon Lunch Club 
Friday 8  10.30am FAN Club 
Sunday 10  11am Morning Worship 
Tuesday 12  2.30pm Guild 
Wednesday 13  12 noon Lunch Club 
Friday 15  10.30am Caring&Sharing 
Saturday 16  2pm Whist 
Sunday 17  11am Morning Worship 
Wednesday 20  12 noon Lunch Club 
Friday 22  10.30am FAN Club 
Sunday 24  11am Morning Worship (foodbank) 
Monday 25  10am The Acorn 
Wednesday 27  12 noon Lunch Club 
Friday 29  10.30am Caring&Sharing 
 
October 
Sunday 1  11am Morning Worship 
Wednesday 4  12 noon Lunch Club 
   7.30pm Kirk Session 
Friday 6  10.30am FAN Club 
Sunday 8  11am Morning Worship (Harvest Festival) 
Wednesday 11  12 noon Lunch Club 
   7.30pm Book Club 
Friday 13  10.30am Caring&Sharing 
Sunday 15  11am Morning Worship 
Wednesday 18  12 noon Lunch Club 
Friday 20  10.30am FAN Club 
Saturday 21  2pm Whist 
Sunday 22  11am Morning Worship (foodbank) 
Wednesday 25  12 noon Lunch Club 
Friday 27  10.30am Caring&Sharing 
Sunday 29  11am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 
Monday 30  10am The Acorn 
Tuesday 31  6.30pm/7pm Film Club: Chicken Run 
 
November 
Wednesday 1  12 noon Lunch Club 
   7.30pm Holy Communion (All Saints) 
Friday 3  10.30am FAN Club 
Sunday 5  11am Morning Worship 
Wednesday 8  12 noon Lunch Club 
Friday 10  10.30am Caring&Sharing 
Sunday 12  10.50am Morning Worship/Remembrance 
Wednesday 15  12 noon Lunch Club 
   7.30pm Book Club 
Friday 17  10.30am FAN Club 
Saturday 18  2pm Whist 
Sunday 19  11am Morning Worship 
Wednesday 22  12 noon Lunch Club 
Friday 24  10.30am Caring&Sharing 
Sunday 26  11am Morning Worship (foodbank) 
Monday 27  10am The Acorn 
Tuesday 28  6.30pm/7pm Film Club: The Man Who Sued God 
Wednesday 29  12 noon Lunch Club 
   7.30pm Kirk Session 

Tea and coffee are 
served in the 
Kaimes Hall each 
Sunday after  
the service.  
All welcome! 
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Children and young 
people are welcome 
at the Sunday Club. 
Join us in the 
Sanctuary at 11am 
for the first part of 
the Morning 
Worship, then go 
out for activities. 


