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M 
y dear friends,  
    In 1842, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne wrote ñI 
cannot endure to 

waste anything so precious as 
autumnal sunshine by staying in the 
houseò, a sentiment which I often 

reflect upon as the nights lengthen, 
the days darken and the Scottish 
weather (indeed, the British 
weather) sets out to be as 
unpredictable as it can.  
There is no doubt that the ñbody 

clockò can feel a degree of 
confusion at the reduction of 
ñlightò, but there is always a 
compensation: take the colour of 
the leaves, for example. If you walk 
up the drive from the Belgrave 
Road gate, there is a bush at the 
corner of the wall, where the drive 
turns to the left, which every year 
turns to a glorious, rich magenta at 
the start of autumn. It always lifts 
my spirits, although sadly it only 
seems to last for about three days 
before the wind, the rain, or usually 
both, put paid to that. 
We live in a world that brings 

challenge on so many fronts, not 
least in defining what we find to be 
precious.   
The Christmas advertisements 

began running before Guy Fawkes 
had lit up the skies this year, with 
images of perfect gatherings, laden 
tables and enough false snow and 
tinsel to ensure the manufacturers 
of such items might be able to 
record a profit: but, are these things 
ñpreciousò? 
The supermarkets already have 

their announcement loops running 
with statements such as ñChristmas 
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B|zs|k i~|^®s~|« 
St Anneôs accepts donations online. 
To donate please scan the QR code 
below, enter an amount and input 
your card details.  
Please do not forget to GiftAid 

your donation. We also receive 
donations by standing order and 
through gift envelopes. For more 
details 
please 
contact 
the church 
office. 
Thank 
you for  
your kind 
generosity 
and 
support! 

?s|s«®kªí« zk®®kª Ýg~|®s|¯kiÞ 
is the most wonderful time of the 
year: our offers areéò: but is what 
they are ñpuntingò really precious?  
The Concise Oxford Dictionary 
defines ñpreciousò as 
meaning, among other 
things, ñOf great 
price, costlyò; and 
ñéof great  
non-material 
wealthéò How 
challenging it is 
to live in a time 
when the former 
definition seems 
to have taken 
hold, so 
emphatically 
demonstrated year-on-
year at Christmas time. 
(Looking back over 

previous Christmas letters, I see 
that my annual seasonal grump is 
well underway again!) 
The thing is, this season is a 

time to reflect upon what we hold 
precious: it is not ï or it should not 
be ï a time for competition; it is 
not a time for consumption; it 
should not be a time for giving in 
to the whims of the world or 
falling victim to advertising, 

however entertaining dancing 
carrots and such curiosities might 
be. Perhaps this explains the 
enduring popularity of stories such 

as Dickensôs A Christmas 
Carol and the like, 
stories which 
challenge the 
reader to reflect 
upon what really 
matters ï what 
is really 
precious. 
 We gather 
each Christmas 
to celebrate the 
birth of our Lord 
and Saviour, a most 
precious gift, given 

and re-given year on 
year. We gather to step back 

from a world of taking, and seek to 
be a community of giving in our 
turn ï offering to others some of 
the joy that we seek and share.   
Each year, it seems, the news 

fills with stories that are bleak; of 
lives that are broken; of 
communities and individuals 
suffering in so many ways: yet we 
know that out of poverty and 
suffering, light can shine ï as 

Kathy Galloway put it in a hymn, 
ñWhen out of poverty is born a 
dream that will not dieéò  
(CH4 291). And each year, as I 
look at the groaning table of gifts 
for the foodbank, I am reminded of 
the power of generosity to give 
hope.  And that is precious. 
You all know one of my 

favourite poems for this time of 
the year ï you hear it often 
enough. John Betjeman wrote: 
ñThe time draws near the birth 
of Christ. 
A present that cannot be priced 
Given two thousand years ago 
Yet if God had not given so 
He still would be a distant 
stranger 
And not the Baby in the 
manger.ò 
 

May the season of Advent bring 

you joy in preparation; and the 
season of Christmas bring you 
hope and blessing. 

N¯|i^· i¯®· ª~®^« 
An up-to-date list of Sunday duty 
rotas is on page 14 of this issue of 
the magazine. Please check to see 
which Sunday in the month you 
are on duty, not forgetting the 
occasional fifth Sunday of the 
month. If you are unavailable one 
month, please arrange a swap with 
someone from another duty team 
and ensure both team leaders 
know of the change.  
Our duty teams play an 

important role in welcoming 
visitors. If you are on door duty, 
please remain close to your door 
throughout the service and watch 
for any latecomers. You cannot 
rely on the tech desk: they are 
busy broadcasting the service! 

ñWeôve got online carol  
singers again!ò 
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+rªs«®{^« *ªskp« 

ñGoodness! Is it time for Christmas 
Fair organising, carol service 
planning and Nativity play  
rehearsals already?!ò 

Nµkk®sk {^ys|q 
St Anneôs annual sweetie making 
takes place on Saturday, December 
13, from 2pm to 4pm. This is a 
great opportunity to make delicious 
treats for family, friends or just for 
yourself. Mince pies and mulled 
punch (for adults!) will be served 
from 3.30pm. Please sign up on the 
noticeboard outside the Sanctuary. 

BpƑgk gz~«s|q 
The Church office will close on 
Friday, December 19, and reopen 
on January 5. Emails and telephone 
messages will continue to be 
monitored during this period. 

/¶®ª^ gr~sª §ª^g®sgk 
Members of the choir are reminded 
of extra rehearsals for the carol 
service on December 20 at 10.30am 
and December 21 at 5.30pm. 

+rªs«®{^« -^· 
There will be no service at St 
Anneôs on Christmas Day. There 
will, however, be one at St Ninianôs 
Church starting at 10.30am. 

J~§-¯§ @^®s´s®·Ð §z^· ·~¯ª §^ª® 

The ever-popular St Anneôs Pop-up 
Nativity is back, bigger and better 

than ever. Come along on Sunday, 
December 21, at 11am, for a joyous 
morning of children and adults 

retelling the Christmas story during 
Morning Worship.  
There will be angels, shepherds 

and wise men ï as well as Mary, 
Joseph and baby Jesus in a 
manager ï all expertly narrated  

by the minister and interspersed 

with popular carols for everyone.  
Pictured above is last yearôs event, 

which was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all those present. 
The service will continue with a 

celebration of Holy Communion to 
which all, including children and 
young people, are most welcome. 

Donôt miss this wonderful 
opportunity to see and take part in a 
unique and interactive retelling of 

the Nativity story. 
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M^s«k ^| ~ª^|qk p~ª +rªs«®s|qzk 

+^ª~z «kª´sgk 
Do join us on Sunday, December 
21, at 7pm, for our annual service of 
Lessons and Carols by Candlelight.  
The choir, directed by our 

organist Marion Lees McPherson, 
will be singing Christmas music 
both new and old, while the 
congregation will be invited to join 
in singing their favourite carols.  

Ps{k ®~ ªkƒkg® 
A Service of Reflection will take 
place on Wednesday, December 17, 
at 6.30pm to offer a time of 
stillness, reflection and quiet  
for those who find this time of  
year a challenge, and for those  
who have lost loved ones or are 
experiencing grief. 

W^®gr|sqr® «kª´sgk 
All are welcome to our Watchnight 
Service, which takes place on 
December 24 at 11.30pm. The hour 
of Christôs birth was chosen in the 
5th century to symbolise the idea 
that Christ was born at midnight.  

This yearôs Christingle service takes 
place on Christmas Eve at 4pm. 
Earlier in the day, at 10am, there 
will be lots of family fun making 
our Christingles. The Christingle 
orange is round, like the world; the 
candle gives us light in the dark; the 
red ribbon goes round the world, as 
a symbol of Christôs blood; the four 
sticks symbolise that God is over 
all: north, south, east and west; and 
the fruit and nuts remind us of 
Godôs blessings. 

"i´k|® «®¯i· 
The annual Advent study continues 
on Tuesdays December 3, 10 and 
17. We meet in the Robertson 
Room at 10.30am to reflect on the 
nature of Advent and the true 
meaning of the Christmas season.  
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M~·^z gr^§z^s| k|®kª®^s|« 5¯szi 

6~{kzk«« {k^z 
More than 50 members of the 
homeless community in 
Edinburgh recently received a 
hot meal through Bethany 
House thanks to volunteers 
from St Anneôs (right). The 
food was prepared and cooked 
in the church kitchen and then 
taken to the new homeless 
facility in Gorgie Road. Many 
thanks to all who helped to 
prepare the meal, and to all 
who gave financial donations. 

Guild meetings recommenced on 
September 9 when we had a 
Welcome Back session, with 
members catching up with each 
other and upcoming business being 
discussed.  
The following meeting was when 

the Rev Moira McDonald gave us 
an illuminating and 
entertaining insight into 
what it is like to be a 
chaplain to the 
royal family. She 
mentioned 
occasions she 
has presided 
over, one of 
which was 
taking part in the 
vigil at Holyrood 
House after the 
death of Queen 
Elizabeth (pictured). 

This recollection of 
participating in living history, as 
well as her many personal 
anecdotes with flashes  
of humour, made it a most 
enjoyable talk.  
The next Project meeting was 

when Mary Ford informed us about 
the work of the charity Bear 
Necessities, which is run in a town 
in eastern Bulgaria. Funds are raised 
here and they now have a base 
where nurses can work from and 
teachers can help with literacy. 
Because many of the young of the 
community have become interested, 

they are actively helping to get a 
church set up, as well as setting up a 
shelter for the homeless. Monies 
have been raised by the Guild in 
this country that will cover rent for 
the premises for the first year, thus 
allowing the local people to get the 
project up and running.  
On October 21 Allan Shaw told 

us about the history of 
Edinburghôs water 
supplies from 1621 
till the present day, 
moving on from 
dipping into the 
Nor Loch, to 
wells being set up 
in the High Street. 
He told how as the 
population 
increased, water was 
sourced for the 

supplies in the following 
years, and how it was piped 

from the reservoirs to meet the 
needs of the inhabitants. This was a 
most interesting talk on a 
commodity that we in this country 
often take for granted, and few of us 
ever give much thought as to how 
the stuff has arrived in our taps. 
Guild National Leadership Team 

and Project Partners held a Mimi 
Gathering in St Michael's Church 
Slateford on October 11, which was 
attended by members of our Guild 
and reported as having been most 
interesting with exceptionally good 
speakers. 

Forthcoming meetings include: 
January 6, Scots Women Who 
Choose to Challenge; January 20, to 
be arranged; February 3, Project 
Meeting: Scottish Bible Society 
Bibles for Bairns; and February 
17, Work of the Friends of the 
Pentlands. On March 4 Tom Kelly 
returns with his programme Having 
a Laugh.  
These are varied fortnightly 

programmes to which all are 
warmly invited. Finally, may we at 
St Anneôs Guild wish you all a very 
merry Christmas and all our best 
wishes for a happy, healthy and 
peaceful 2026. 
(Ethel Thomson) 
 

-s^ª· i^®k« 
 

-kgk{fkª ¿Ï À§{ 
Lothian Guilds Together  
Christmas carol meeting in 
Cockenzie & Port Seton Parish 
Church  

 
-kgk{fkª À 
Christmas lunch in the Kaimes 
Hall, with an outside caterer 
providing the meal 

 
?^ªgr Ç 
Lothians Guilds Together AGM is 
being held in Bathgate Parish 
Church 
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4^is|q ƒ~µkª« 

The Session meets on Wednesday, 
January 28, at 7.30pm in the 
Belgrave Room. Future Session 
dates are March 25 and June 3. 

Nk««s~| i^®k« 

@kµ« s| *ªskp 

Celebrating the sacrament of Holy 
Communion is an important part of 
our worship at St Anneôs. 
Forthcoming Communion services 
are: December 21 during Morning 
Worship, when we also take part in 
the Pop-up Nativity; January 25, 
again as part of Morning Worship; 
and February 22, when a short 
service of Communion will be held 
in the Youth Chapel after Morning 
Worship. All are welcome at the 
Lordôs table. 

+~{{¯|s~| i^®k« 

Claire Grant has decided to retire 
from the flower team, having led 
it since 2012. We are grateful for 
her many years of service and 
sorry to lose her knowledge, 
guidance and expertise. We are 
also sorry to lose Mae Barr, who 
is retiring and thank her for her 
years of help and support. 
Despite appeals in the church 

magazine and from the pulpit, we 
have been unable to attract new 
recruits and the three remaining 
members have reluctantly agreed 
to use silk flowers for the 
sanctuary and side door, which 
will be changed each month. 
Fresh flowers will only be used 

for Harvest, Easter and Christmas.  
This will give us the opportunity 
to dismantle and distribute to ill 
and housebound members of the 
congregation and those in care 
homes. 
The committee understands 

that this change will not be 
welcomed by those who look 
forward to different flower 
arrangements each week in the 
church, but it has now become 
necessary. 

N®k§§s|q-s| ®r^|y« 
The Session wishes to record its 
thanks to both Hazel Hastie from 
Presbytery and to the Rev Moira 
McDonald from the Old Parish for 
their support and assistance in 
obtaining cover for the three 
Sundays when Jamie was signed 
off. Thanks too to the Rev Bill 
Taylor and to Elaine Wood for 
covering these Sundays.  
We also thank the Rev Douglas 

Nicol for stepping in to act as 
Moderator at our Kirk Session 
meeting. It is great to have Jamie 
back in the fold and to see how well 
his mother, Anthea, is doing since 
her nasty fall. We continue to hold 
them both in our prayers.  
(Lyn Chalmers) 

We are planning to recruit new 
elders to serve on the Session. At 
this point Lorna Walker has 
accepted nomination to be ordained. 
Her ordination will take place early 
next year. If you would like to 
nominate a possible elder, please 
speak to the Session clerks. 

@kµ kzikª« |kkiki 

?~ikª^®~ª kzkg® 

The Rev Gordon Kennedy has been 
named as the next moderator of the 
Church of Scotland. Mr Kennedy, 
62, who has been minister of 
Craiglockhart Parish Church  
since 2012, will succeed Rosie Few 
in May.  
ñMy first reaction was surprise, I 

had never thought of being 
Moderator, itôs not something that's 
been in my mind,ò he told the 
Church of Scotland website 
Mr Kennedy said he hopes to 

use the position to support and 
encourage church members in their 
mission to follow and proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  

J~§§sk« p~ª Mk{k{fª^|gk 
Strings of poppies adorned the 
church doorway in November as 
St Anneôs once again fell silent to 
remember the fallen of that 
nationôs wars on Remembrance 
Sunday. In the evenings, the 
church was lit up in red. 
The service started ten minutes 

early to allow for the annual two-
minute silence at 11am and 
included the familiar words of 
The Tryst: 
They shall grow not old, as we 
that are left grow old;  
Age shall not weary them, nor the 
years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and 
in the morning  
We will remember them.  
Thank you to all who helped 

with the poppies and lights. 
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4¯|iª^s«s|q {^ik k^«skª 
If you buy gifts, 
festive food, 
holidays, travel 
etc, online, why 
not use 
easyfundraising 
and support St 
Anneôs?  
By shopping 

online with more 
than 8,000 
brands, you can 
easily generate 
free donations. 
To date we 

have raised well 
over Ã1,700 with 

more 
donations 
pending. 
Another few 
supporters 
would make 
this venture 
even more 
worthwhile.  
With 
Christmas not 
soon, please 
support us this 
way. Visit the 
website below 
or scan this 
QR code. 

k^«·p¯|iª^s«s|qÎ~ªqÎ¯yÛg^¯«k«Û«®^||k«gr¯ªgrkis|f¯ªqr 

4~~if^|y ìzsyk ^ r^ªf~¯ª «k^zí @kµ« s| *ªskp 

A house-sitter is needed in 
Corstorphine between January and 
June 2026. If you know anyone 
who might be interested, please 
speak to Lisa McCormick in the 
choir (sorry, no pets!). 

6~¯«k-«s®®kª «~¯qr® 

If anyone notices any repairs that 
are needed to the buildings or 
furniture, no matter how small, 
please email the office where a log 
is kept and arrangements can be 
made. Editorôs note: Please do not 
contact the minister about fabric 
repairs: he is a minister of word and 
sacrament, not a minister of works! 

Mk§^sª« |kkikiÕ 

If you have been affected by any of 
the issues raised in this sermon... 

?szy-f~®®zk ®~§« 
Sadly, the uplifter, storer and sorter 
of milk-bottle tops has died while 
on holiday. His colleagues have 
been unable to find a storage place 
or alternative transport. Those who 
have been leaving milk-bottle tops 
at Osborne Terrace are asked to 
stop doing so because they can no 
longer be used.  
The owner of the polymer 

factory has agreed to make up the 
collection to Ã1,000 from our final 
donation. Thank you to everyone 
who has collected milk-bottle tops 
over the years. 
(Martha Dickson) 

Many thanks to all who have 
contributed to the recent monthly 
foodbank collections at St Anneôs. 
The October collection weighed in 
at a remarkable 116kg, equivalent 
to ñthe weight of a harbour sealò, 
according to staff at the Foodbank, 
and was  boosted by cash donations 
of Ã115.  
Your support means a great deal 

to those many people across the 

city of Edinburgh who are 
struggling to put food on the table.  
The next foodbank collection 

will be a ñbumperò Christmas-
themed one and will take place on 
Sunday, December 14, two weeks 
earlier than usual. As well as the 
usual items, the focus will be on 
ñgoodies for childrenò.    
The regular foodbank 

collections resume on January 25. 
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4sz{ +z¯f 

Tuesday, December 16 
Mary Poppins (NB, 6.15pm for 6.30pm start)  
Walt Disneyôs perennial favourite in which Julie 
Andrews brings order to a dysfunctional family. It 

can only be Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!  

(139 minutes, PG) 

Tuesday, January 27 
Brief Encounter 
Two married strangers 
and a chance meeting at a 
station. Celia Johnson and 

Trevor Howard star in this 
No±l Coward adaptation.  
(107 minutes, PG) 

Tuesday, February 24 
The First Wives Club 
Bette Midler, Goldie Hawn and 
Diane Keaton are three glamorous 
friends who find a way of building 

a better world. (98 minutes, PG) 

Tuesday, March 24 
A River Runs Through It  
(NB, starts at 6.45pm) 
Robert Redfordôs period drama follows 
two sons of a Presbyterian minister as 

they come of age in early 20th-century 
America. (118 minutes, PG) 

+~{k ^|i x~s| ¯« p~ª ^ x~¯ª|k· ®rª~¯qr ^| kgzkg®sg 

«kzkg®s~| ~p Ƒz{«Ó 4ªkk k|®ª·Ñ ªkpªk«r{k|®« §ª~´sikiÎ 

-~~ª« ~§k| ^® ÄÎÁ¾§{Î Prk «r~µ fkqs|« ^® ÅÎ¾¾§{Î 
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"g~ª| pkzz~µ«rs§ 
Members of different Christian 
denominations meet in the 
Belgrave Room once a month for 
fellowship over tea and coffee from 
10.30am. The next meeting is on 
Monday, December 15, at 10.30am. 
Thereafter we meet on the last 
Monday of every month and 
everyone is welcome to join us. 

*~~y +z¯f ®^zk« 
The Book Club meets on 
Wednesday, December 17 at 
7.30pm in the Belgrave Room, 
when we will discuss The 
Absolutist by John Boyne, about 
the relationship between two First 
World War soldiers. Our January 
book is Satoshi Yagisawaôs Days 
at the Morisaki Bookshop.  

Saturday Whist afternoons continue 
to be well supported. We play 
Rainbow Whist, which involves 
changing partners and moving 
tables. We meet from 2pm to 4pm 
with a short break for a cuppa and 
biscuit. The group meets in the 
Belgrave Room on the third 
Saturday of each month, except 
December. Everyone is welcome, 
all ages. (Carol Robertson) 

Muriel Gibson writes: I joined  
the Whist Group when it first 
started. I had never played before, 
but I got plenty of help from  
Carol, Craig and Margaret who  
run the group. They are a great 
crowd and we have a lot of  
laughs. Nobody takes it too 
seriously so you donôt feel  
foolish when you do something 
wrong.  

Kenny Gibson adds: I have  
been going to whist since I was 10 
and I really enjoy it. The only  
way to make it better for me  
would be if more younger people 
started coming instead of just  
old folks, although they are all  
very nice. 
 
Above: A game of whist depicted in 
a cartoon by James Gillray, 1788 

Wrs«®p¯z ^p®kª|~~|« 

+z¯f-{^« z¯|gr 
The FAN Club had a wonderful 
start to this session with three 
amazing speakers and a lot more to 
come over the next few months. 
The next exciting thing to look 
forward to is our joint Christmas 
lunch with the Caring & Sharing 
group on December 12 at the 
Leonardo. Donôt forget to sign up.   
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What a lot of fun was had by 
everyone who attended the Beetle 
Drive ñwith a twistò that raised 
more than Ã500 for MACS (Malawi 
Association for Christian Support). 
There was lots of hilarity as we 
tried to get to grips with the ñtwistò, 
which involved colouring in a 
school child and shouting ñI can go 
to schoolò when you had coloured 
in their uniform and added a smile.   
There were cheers of delight and 

groans of frustration as those who 
were nearing completion were 
pipped to the post by those who are 
their friends on a Sunday, but their 
rivals at the Beetle tables. 
The competitiveness was halted 

for a well-deserved pause in the 
proceedings to enjoy pizza, quiche, 
salad and sweet treats. From the 
very start of the evening the 
tombola was a huge draw for the 
young and the young at heart, with 
most having their eyes on a prize. 
The evening was completed with 

the last few rounds of Beetle, with 
the winners, Kenny and Rachel, 
both receiving their prestigious gold 
medals. Such a joyous occasion 
with laughs and groans and thrills 
and spills for our St Anneôs family 
and friends. (Maxine Grant) 

4¯| ^® ®rk *kk®zk -ªs´k 

The Session has had to make some 
hard decisions regarding our project 
in Malawi. On September 8, the 
diocesan education board in 
Malawi informed all schools that 
the fees were doubling from 30,000 
Malawian Kwacha (MK) per term 
to 60,000 MK from the beginning 
of this term because of ñescalating 
operational expenditure and the 
need to safeguard the financial 
stability of the schoolsò. This is an 
unprecedented rise and higher than 
anyone anticipated, but with 
inflation averaging 32.2 per cent in 
2024 and a projected average of 
28.5 per cent for 2025 perhaps not 
too surprising. Unfortunately, this 
price rise is further compounded by 
changes in the sterling/Kwacha 
exchange rate.  
In short, this time last year it was 

costing about Ã10 per term per 
student; this has now risen to 
approximately Ã25 per 

student. That would mean our 
initial expectation that we would be 
supporting 20 children a year at a 
cost of Ã600 has now increased to 
Ã1,500 per year. 
After a detailed discussion at the 

last Session meeting it was agreed 
that we could not commit to 
increasing our original Ã600 per 
year donation. Fortunately, only ten 
children had begun at their 
Community Day Secondary School 
(CDSS) and, along with funds 
already raised, we will aim to raise 
at least the Ã600 needed each year 
to support them.  
(Martyn Quinn) 

-spƑg¯z® ikgs«s~|« ~´kª ?"+N  
All the Women is the story of 
MUMs (Malawi Underprivileged 
Mothers). Prompted by a few 
photographs of mothers and babies 
in a maternity unit in Malawi, the 
charity began in the spring of 2005 
and grew beyond any expectation.  
The first MUMs recipe book was 

published at Christmas that year and 
more than 55,000 books were sold 
in 12 years.   
The journey described in this 

book shows what can be done when 
working together for women and 
children in most need. From 
Scotland to Malawi, all the women 
in this story are striving for the 
same goal, to make a positive 
difference.   
How the money was raised  

and accounted for is described in 
detail ï along with the challenges 
faced, the inspirational people met 
and the heartbreak and joys 
experienced.  

?^z^µs ?Q?« 


