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M 
y dear friends,  
    Christ is risen! He 
is risen indeed!  
Alleluia! 

By the time you read this, He 
will, in fact, have Ascended: or, 
more correctly, we shall have 
celebrated the Ascension of our 
Lord, on May 14 this year.  
Eastertide is over, and we shall 
shortly mark Pentecost, before 
entering the long season of Trinity 
ï for those who follow the 
liturgical colours we use, we go 
from white, to gold, to red, then to 
green ï which lasts for many 
weeks. I suspect more than a few 
of you will be aware of this. We 
will also have held our Stated 
Annual Meeting (see page three), 
analysed our accounts, and heard 
about all that happens in St Anneôs 
week-by-week. 
We have just celebrated Holy 

Week and Easter, and this year, 
our ñjourneyò through Holy Week 
did indeed have elements of 
physical travel: the ñstations of the 
Crossò which were created in our 
grounds (see pages 8-9) enabled 
and encouraged us ï and many 
from beyond our immediate 
community ï to take time out; to 
travel between places following a 
story; to pause and reflect on the 

events that otherwise can be so 
easily missed or passed over.  
Perhaps you had your favourite ï 
the ñtableò; Pilateôs portico; the 
garden; the ñstrewn wayò; the three 
crosses; or even the tomb.   
Sometimes it is helpful to have 

physical ñnudgesò on our journey 
of faith, individually and as a 
community. It is easy, perhaps 
tempting, to become at times, if 
not complacent, at least a little 
ñstuck in our waysò. Those of us 
who (have to) follow 
developments in the national 
Church are aware that there is a 
tendency for some to claim that the 
current crisis which affects our 
Church is because we (the Church) 
are not modern enough; we arenôt 
missional enough; we arenôt 
relevant to our community. As 
many will know, in some places, 
liturgy is criticised; traditional 
hymns are binned; the organ is 
silenced; and silence in worship is 
nowhere to be found.   
As we complete our walk 

through the season of Easter once 
again, our faces turning towards 
the long season of Trinity (or 
Pentecost, if you prefer), I find 
myself wondering what the first 
disciples might have to say to us 
today. Or, indeed, our Lord and 
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Saviour. I suspect (hope!) that we 
would be told something along the 
lines of ñbe authenticò ï say what 
you believe and live by it. Worry 
less about what others think; strive 
to build a community that seeks to 
serve, God and neighbour: as Jesus 
said: ñLet not your hearts be 
troubled. Believe in God; believe 
also in meéò 
Marcus Aurelius said: ñNever 

let the future disturb you. You will 
meet it, if you have to, with the 
same weapons of reason which 
today arm you against the present.ò  
We might add to ñreasonò, faith 
and hope. As we navigate 
tumultuous times, in the Church, at 
home, and abroad, perhaps we 
might take a moment to look 
around us at the physical ñnudgesò 
which remind us of who we are, 
where we come from, and where 
we are going as a faith community: 
the walls built with stones that 
speak; the windows and carvings 
(see page 3) which tell so much of 

the narrative of our faith; the organ 
and piano, which underpin our 
worship; all those who gather week 
by week, regularly and ñregularly 
occasionallyò, to share in being a 
community. Perhaps these 
ñnudgesò will help us to keep the 
faith; to keep going in hope; to 
keep rejoicing in all we are gifted 
to share whatever life throws at us. 
To him whose boundless love 
has won 
Salvation for us through his 
Son, 
To God the Father, glory be 
Both now and through eternity 

     (CH4 354) 

May God bless you. 

?s|s«®kªí« zk®®kª Ýg~|®s|¯kiÞ 

The Sacrament of Holy 
Communion is celebrated at St 
Anneôs during Morning Worship on 
the last Sunday in January, June and 
October, and on Easter Sunday. 
That means our next Communion 
service is on Sunday, June 29. 
A separate service of 

Communion is held on the evenings 
of Ash Wednesday and Maundy 
Thursday, and on Ascension Day at 
10.30am. 
On the last Sundays of February, 

March, May, September and 
November, a short Communion 
service is held in the Young Chapel 
after Morning Worship. 
All are welcome at the Lordôs 

Table. 

6~z· +~{{¯|s~| 

+r¯ªgr {szk«®~|k« 
Those who were present at the 
Stated Annual Meeting on May 10 
will have heard mention of two 
major milestones in the life of St 
Anneôs: the tenth anniversary of 
our redevelopment in 2027 and the 
125th anniversary of the opening of 
the Tin Kirk, the forerunner of the 
present building, in 2028. 
A small committee has been 

formed from members of the 
Session to consider how best to 
celebrate these two remarkable 
occasions. They could include a 
concert, a special service or some 
sort of party. Any suggestions are 
welcome. Please contact the 
Session Clerks. 

ñWell, you cannot fault the efficacy of the  
new óPlanned Givingô schemeéò 

+~ª«®~ª§rs|k p^sª 
The biennial Corstorphine Fair will 
be held on Saturday, June 6, from 
11am, transforming St Margaretôs 
Park into the largest volunteer-run 
celebration in Edinburgh. This will 
be the 20th fair. In recent years it 
has attracted about 10,000 people 
with more than 100 community 
groups taking part. Do come along 
and support this wonderful event. 

@kµ« s| *ªskp 
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More than 70 members of St 
Anneôs gathered for the Stated 
Annual Meeting in the Kaimes Hall 
on May 10 (below) to hear the 
annual report for 2025 and to 
receive the annual accounts. 
The Rev Jamie Griggs, minister 

of St Anneôs and moderator of the 
meeting, expressed his thanks to all 
those present for their contribution 
to the church. He especially 
thanked the Session Clerks, Mel in 
the office, Marion Lees McPherson 
and the choir, and the Communion 

elders for all their hard work. 
The treasurersô report showed a 

generally healthy position although 
the General Fund, through which 
our day-to-day funds pass, showed 
a shortfall of Ã2,461 and we face 
financial pressures in the future. 

ìB §ª^s«k 5~i s| rs« r~zs|k««í 

S 
trictly speaking this 
remarkable carving of a viol 
player with their instrument 
is not in the sanctuary, but 

in the vestibule.  
Next time you enter or leave the 

church by the main porch, pause for 
a moment and look up. There you 
will see a domed ceiling resting on 
four corbel stones, one in each 
corner, on which are carved figures 
each holding a musical instrument: 
they are the viol, the harp, the organ 
and the pipe.  
Together they are symbolic of 

the psalmistôs exhortation: ñO, 
praise God in his holiness.ò (Psalm 
150) ï a reminder as we enter the 
Sanctuary to do just that. 

In the first of a regular 
series of Sanctuary Stories, 
we take a look at some of 
the fixtures, fittings and 
other items of interest to be 
found in St Anneôs Church  
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The deadline for the next issue, 
which covers the autumn, is  
August 1, 2026. Please send items: 
office@stannescorstorphine.org.uk  

The next Session meeting is on 
Wednesday, June 3, at 7.30pm. 
Future dates are Sep 30 and Nov 25 

=sªy Nk««s~| 

Yvonne Barrie won the St Anneôs 
golf trophy, which was held on 
April 18 at the West Lothian Golf 
Club just outside Linlithgow. 
Four golfers took part on a 

breezy afternoon in bright 
sunshine. The course was damp and 
in places heavy, but the afternoon 
was thoroughly enjoyable. 
Yvonne had 32 Stableford 

points, one more than Liz Menzies 
with myself three further points 
back. The fourth golfer was the 
sprightly Hamish McKenzie, who 
donated the trophy at the time of 
the church centenary and who 
presented it to Yvonne (pictured) 
Many thanks to Liz for 

arranging the event.  
(Phil Yelland) 

Y´~||kí« q~zp µs|  @kµ« s| *ªskp 

The plug was stolen in 1548 

N~gs^z {kis^ 

twitter.com/
st_annes_church 

facebook.com/
stannescorstorphine 

instagram.com/
stanneschurchcorstorphine 

You can follow St Anneôs through 
social media with the links below.  
Plus, donôt forget that for those 

unable to join us in person, 
Morning Worship is broadcast live 
on Sunday morning at 11am via 
the website, where the recording  
is also later available. 

N¯§§~ª®s|q +rªs«®s^| "si  
The congregation of St Anneôs  
were among church members  
across Scotland who supported 
Christian Aid Week in May.  
This yearôs appeal focused on 

urban poverty in Nairobi, Kenya 
and how it affects some mothersô 
ability to feed their children. Our 
support will help the Christian Aid 
partner, Beacon of Hope, provide 
tools and training to needy families.  
Members heard more about this 

work during coffee after the service 
on May 17, when Christian Aid 
envelopes were distributed. 
Christian Aid Week is a powerful 

expression of what can happen 
when compassion leads to action. It 

is a shared moment to come 
together, across churches, 
communities and households, to 
stand alongside people living in 
poverty around the world. 
The annual Christian Aid book 

sale at Edinburgh New Town 
Church (formerly St Andrewôs & St 
Georgeôs West) is a highlight of the 
week in Scotland and last year 
raised an astonishing Ã56,000. 
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An inspiring talk given recently to 
the Caring&Sharing@St Anneôs 
group described the extensive list 
of all the services Fresh Start 
provide for homeless people and 
those experiencing hardship in 
north Edinburgh. They are always 
looking for donations to help make 
a house a home for previously 
homeless people.  
A list of items they accept is on 

the noticeboard in the Sanctuary. 
Any bedding donated should be 
clean and stain-free. It does not 
have to be ironed but neatly folded 
is good. Only donate items you 
would be happy to use yourself. 
Volunteers are always required 

for a variety of tasks; quality-
checking and sorting the 
donations; making up starter 
packs; helping in the Fresh Start 
kitchen or helping in the Growing 
Spaces to mention a few. See the 
Fresh Start magazine on the back 
table for more information. 
If you are interested in 

volunteering, the contact is 
admin@freshstartweb.org.uk. 
(Lyn Chalmers) 

The Scout Association is hosting 
the 44th World Scout Conference 
in London in 2027. It will run from 
November 29 to December 3. In an 
attempt to include many Scouts as 
possible, they are raising funds to 
help delegates from across the 
world who would otherwise be 
unable to attend.  
The Scouts have partnered with 

an organisation that will convert 
any currency, in circulation or not, 
into British pounds, including 
coins. Please check your purses and 
if you have any old and unneeded 
money do hand it to either myself, 
Liz Menzies or Mags Menzies. 
Thank you. (Lorna Walker) 

Ng~¯®« «kky gr^|qk 

Below is the programme for the 
Annual Summer Walks. You may 
feel like joining us if you if you 
like the idea of an early evening 
walk in good company on a 
Tuesday. If you want to find out if 
any of the walks would suit you, 

please phone one of the leaders of 
the walk that interests you.  
We meet at Kaimes Road and 

travel to the starting point by bus 
or by car. If travelling by car, we 
contribute Ã2 towards the cost of 
petrol. Hopefully this will be 

enough to include a donation to 
charity, but we would also 
welcome a small weekly payment 
towards our chosen charity. 
If you have any questions, 

please get in touch with Muriel 
Gibson on 0131-317 1335. 

N¯{{kª µ^zy«Ð pª~{ "z{~|ikzz ®~ /is|f¯ªqr J^ªy 



ISSUE 697  PAGE 6 

 

@kµ« s| *ªskp 

4"@ +z¯f ¯§i^®k 

When St Anneôs Friday morning 
activities finish at the end of May, 
we can look forward to the Summer 
Caf® every Friday from June 5 until 
August 28. Please do come and 
support the Caf® in the Belgrave 
Room between 10.30am and 12 
noon. We will be delighted to 
welcome you. (Ellison Bishop) 

N¯{{kª +^pl 

We have come to the end of a 
successful FAN Club programme. 
The members have supported us 
well and have been treated to a 
variety of speakers. We celebrated 
St Andrewôs Day, Christmas with a 
tasty lunch at the Leonardo hotel 
and toasted Rabbie Burns. The 
committee are now working on an 
interesting syllabus for September. 

The regular Saturday Whist sessions  
continue, with a variety of people 
attending each third Saturday of the 
month (with the exception of July 
when the Church is busy with 
rehearsals for Edinburgh Fringe).  
We begin playing in the Belgrave 

Room at 2pm and play until about 
4pm, with a break for coffee and 

tea. We have people of all ages and 
would welcome anyone who would 
like to join us even if you do not 
know much about the rules. Whist is 
not complicated and easy to learn.  
We play Rainbow Whist, which 

means we play with a different 
partner every three hands.  
(Carol Robertson) 

7|´s®^®s~| ®~ g~{k ^|i §z^· µrs«® 

The Book Club has one more 
meeting before taking a summer 
break. On June 24 they will discuss 
The Farm at the Edge of the World, 
Sarah Vaughanôs novel about 
identity and belonging. The club 
resumes on August 26 looking at 
Kristin Hannahôs Vietnam War-era 
tale The Women. Meetings take 
place in the Belgrave Room on 
Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm. 

-s«g¯««s|q f~~y«  
More than 80 different groups and 
organisations used the rooms at St 
Anneôs last year, whether for one-
off parties, meetings or for regular 
group events. The Belgrave Room, 
Kaimes Hall and Robertson Room 
are all available to rent at 
reasonable rates. So too is the 
Sanctuary, which is suitable for 
choirs, orchestras and concerts. 
More details from the office. 

M~~{« p~ª rsªk 
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Caring&Sharing@St Anneôs has 
enjoyed another successful session, 
combining meetings where we 
have enjoyed fellowship over a cup 
of tea or coffee and cake with 
others when we have enjoyed the 
company of some excellent 
speakers on topics that addressed 
issues of caring and sharing. 
We learnt of the work of the 

Edinburgh Food Project, we were 
visited by representatives of 
Bravehound, both human and 
canine, and we welcomed Fresh 
Start, a charity of special 
importance to St Anneôs. 
It has become our custom to 

celebrate significant birthdays 
among our supporters. This year 
we were delighted to mark an 
important milestone for Betty 
Garrett (pictured), one of our most 
loyal supporters, who celebrated 
her birthday in January.  
Originally called the Carersô 

Support Group, the group was 
founded the late Derek and Ann 
Doyle in 2014 with the aim of 
providing a brief respite and advice 
opportunity for unpaid carers. 
While initially successful, it 

became clear that carers, given 
their responsibilities, found it 
difficult to attend. After a revamp 
in 2019 to reflect a broader based 
view of ñcaringò the name changed 
to Caring&Sharing@St Anneôs. 
Since then we have enjoyed 
several years of loyal support at 
our fortnightly meetings. 
To increase that support the 

team now plan another name 
change to dispel the impression 
that the group is solely for carers. 
From September we will be St 
Anneôs Friday Club. Please do 
come and join us at our new 
session. We will meet every 
alternate Friday at 10.30am in the 
Belgrave Room. 
The team would also welcome 

some new blood to serve on the 
team. If you are able to spare a few 
hours once a fortnight on Friday 
morning, we would be delighted to 
hear from you. (Ellison Bishop) 

ñWhile I appreciate the thought, 
would whoever it is please stop 
tweeting, óSo far, so goodéô?ò 

4~~if^|y ®r^|y« 
The April foodbank raised 68.4kg 
of food donations and received 
cash of Ã275. Thank you so much. 
The foodbank is held on the fourth 
Sunday of the month, with the next 
ones being on June 28 and July 26. 

Starting from June 5 
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T 
ransforming the grounds of 
St Anneôs into an Easter 
Garden caught the 
imagination of many 

people in church. Inspiration came 
from a little sticker book for the 
Sunday Club, which highlighted the 
main parts of the Easter story. 
These informed the tableau scenes 
that we made in the church grounds. 
Each Sunday Club week during 
Lent we focused on a different part 
of the story and the childrenôs 
efforts can be seen on our 
noticeboard in the Kaimes Hall. Part 
of our thinking and hope was that 
seeing the tableaux in our garden 
would help their 
understanding of the Easter 
Story. On Easter Sunday the 
children were given their 
book to take home and 
keep. 
The scenes we 

created were all 
very simple and 
representative, so 
that the audience 
could imagine the 
people of that 
time and how 
they would feel 
and cope with 
the situations 
they found 
themselves in.  
There were 

notices beside each 
scene with Bible 
references, which 
hopefully also 
helped the 
audience to 
consider the word 
in depth and an 
invitation to have a quiet 

moment of reflection and 
perhaps a prayer. We do 
hope you enjoyed walking 
round and seeing parts of 
your church grounds in a 
different ñlightò. 
Each area of the grounds 
was chosen for the scene 

it could produce. For 
example, the Last Supper 
scene was set beside the little 
garden steps to produce the 
Upper Room. The Pontius 
Pilate and the Angry Crowd 
scene was on the steps of the 
main entrance, with the 
wonderful pillars giving a 
real Roman palace 

atmosphere with Pontius 

Pilateôs Judgment Chair (an old 
directorôs chair, quite apt really). 
The Three Crosses were at the very 
front of the grounds and church for 
all to see, whether in the traffic, on 
the bus or on foot. 
We do not know how many 

people walked round the garden. 
Some groups were guided, others 
just popped in when it suited. But 
there has been some excellent 
feedback, from people who know 
the Easter story well to the young 
men who came in to ask: ñWhatôs 
with the three crosses?ò 
Some of the scenes were quite a 

challenge to make and they were all 
tested at times by the extreme 
weather including Storm Dave, 

Last Easter you were 
invited to make miniature 
gardens. This year you 
were invited to think 
bigger and bolder ð 
with astonishing results 

>kp®Ï ®rk {s|s«®kª zk^i« µ~ª«rs§ ~¯®i~~ª«Î B®rkª §sg®¯ªk«Ï 
®rk qª~¯|i« ~p N® "||kí« fkg^{k ^| /^«®kª q^ªik| 
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other high winds, torrential rain, 
hail and snow on Easter Sunday 
with the odd bit of sunshine.  
The Garden remained intact 

throughout Holy Week. However, 
the strangest thing happened on 
Easter Sunday: two team members 
came early to attach a white cloth 
to the cross and to ñroll the stone 
awayò, only to find that it had 
rolled away itself. 
There are many people to thank: 

those who donated plants in pots to 
make a beautiful Garden of 
Gethsemane. Thanks also for 
donations of a door, a 
wheelbarrow, notices and signs, all 
sorts of canes, clay bread and cup, 
palm leaves, material, an old tyre 
from Farmerôs Auto and the 
fabulous three crosses made by 
George Grant. Thanks also for all 
the hard work, time and effort and 
to those who came to help that 
Saturday afternoon before Holy 
Week. Hopefully this has not only 
helped our children in their 
understanding of Easter but also 
helped us all. 
(The Education Team: Margaret 
Menzies, Maxine Grant, Ruth 
Maclean, Margaret Grant and 
Yvonne Barrie) 
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From How 
Great Thou 
Art to The 
Blessing, this 
book invites 
you on a 
journey 
through 100 
of the worldôs 
most beloved 
worship 
songs, songs that have shaped 
church life and personal devotion 
over the last 50 years. 
Inside, youôll find the full lyrics 

to each song, along with the stories 
behind them: how they were written, 
what inspired them, and why they 
continue to resonate with 
worshippers around the world. 
Whether you're rediscovering old 
favourites or exploring new ones, 
this book will deepen your 
appreciation for the songs that move 
your soul. 

 
6^zzkz¯x^rÓ Prk 6s«®~ª· ~p 
+~|®k{§~ª^ª· W~ª«rs§ s| 
¿¾¾ N~|q« 
*· >k« ?~sªÏ NJ+=Ï ù¿ÇÎÇÇ 

John C. Lennox 
is one of the 
great Christian 
apologists of 
modern times, 
having devoted 
a lifetime to 
showing how 
faith in God and 
faith in reason can stand together. In 
My Story he invites readers into his 
remarkable journey: from Northern 
Ireland, studying at Oxford and 
Cambridge, teaching mathematics 
and boldly defending the Christian 
faith for more than 60 years. 
With warmth, wit and disarming 

honesty, Lennox reflects on the 
ideas, people and pivotal moments 
that shaped his life, from the hunger 
for Bibles in Soviet Russia to 
encounters with Richard Dawkins 
and Christopher Hitchens, to his 
belief that rigorous science and deep 
faith are not enemies but allies. 

 

?· N®~ª·Ð ^ «§sªs®¯^z ^|i 
s|®kzzkg®¯^z ^¯®~fs~qª^§r·  
*· <~r| + >k||~¶Ï  
NJ+=Ï ùÀÂÎÇÇ 

B|zs|k i~|^®s~|« 
St Anneôs accepts donations online. 
To donate please scan the QR code 
below, enter an amount and input 
your card details. Please do not 
forget to GiftAid your donation. 
We also receive donations by 
standing order and through gift 
envelopes. For more details please 
contact the office. Thank you for 
your generosity and support. 

So much is 
going wrong 
in these dark 
days. And 
the daily 
personal 
demands 
never let up. 
Who has the 
time, much 
less the freedom of heart, to  
play, to laugh, to delight?  
But Godôs strategy for wise 
living includes bold enjoyment. In 
fact, any ñChristianityò that feels 
embarrassed about enjoying Godôs 
good gifts dishonours Him, and 
leaves Christians with less to give 
their suffering world.  
Meditating on Ecclesiastes  

11:9-10, Ortlund argues that 
following Christ here in this world 
is a nuanced mixture of both 
suffering and happiness.  

 

/^®Ï -ªs|yÏ ^|i *k ?kªª·Ð " 
5~«§kz +^zz ®~ *~zi 
/|x~·{k|® 
*· M^·{~|i + Bª®z¯|i <ªÏ 
+ª~««µ^·Ï ù¿ÀÎÇÇ  

The Rev Gordon 
Kennedy, minister of 
Craiglockhart 
Parish Church 
since 2012, has 
been named as 
the next 
Moderator of 
the General 
Assembly of the 
Church of 
Scotland.  
Asked how he felt 

after being told he had 
been named moderator designate 
2026-2027, Mr Kennedy said: ñMy 
first reaction was surprise, I had 
never thought of being moderator, 
itôs not something thatôs been in  
my mind. 
Mr Kennedy told the Church of 

Scotland website that he 
hopes to use the 
position to support 
and encourage 
local church 
members in their 
mission to follow 
and proclaim the 
Good News of 
Jesus Christ. 
ñBeing moderator 
provides an 

opportunity for me to 
meet lots of people whom I 

wouldn't usually get the chance to 
meet in the Church, to learn from 
them and be encouraged by them,ò 
he said. ñAnd conversely, it will 
enable me to encourage and support 
them in their work and service, 
wherever they are in the country.ò 

https://uk.10ofthose.com/authors/203/raymond-c-ortlund-jr
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W 
e have had some 
interesting meetings 
since last writing, 
including a fantastic 

array of  exquisite quilting work by 
Jeni Morrison, one of our 
members, who gave us an insight 
in to what for her started as a 
hobby, but over time has turned in 
to an ñobsessionò that has taken 
over one of her spare bedrooms. 

 Our project meeting was 
entitled Bibles for Bairns, when 
Adrian Armstrong from the 
Scottish Bible Society told us of 
their project whereby since 2022, 
every child in Scotland whose 
parents or carers register the child 
before their first birthday will 
receive a Share a Story Bible, 
another book on their second 
birthday, cards on their subsequent 
two birthdays and a full Bible on 
their fifth birthday. More than 
1,500 children are now registered. 
The venture currently costs about 
Ã50 per child. New volunteers are 
always needed to wrap the books 
and write cards.  
The following meeting was 

when Andrew Marsden told us 
about the Friends of the Pentlands, 
a charity set up in 2003 that 
encompasses the whole of the 
Pentland Hills but is not to be 
confused with the Pentlands 
Regional Park. The Friends 
oversee the protection of the 
footpaths and drainage. They also 
clear vegetation, thus assisting 
nesting birds.  
Maureen Kelly told us of 

the Amish groups from Ohio and 
the Shakers from Kentucky, while 
Ed Bethune from the Cockenzie 
Wagonway Museum told us about 
the history of the earliest example 
of a standard gauge railways in 
Scotland, which was started in 
1719 and ran from Tranent coal 
mines to the harbour at Cockenzie. 
At our annual Guild coffee 

morning on March 21 we 
welcomed lots of people eager to 
have a cuppa and some home 

baking. There was a tremendous 
selection of goodies for them to 
choose from, and the scones with 
clotted cream and strawberry jam 
really seemed to go down 
particularly well. A sum of Ã1,400 
(at time of writing) was raised, a 
sizeable amount to distribute via 
Guild funds to worthwhile causes. 
Our sincere thanks go to all to 
came along on the day, and also to 
the volunteers who staffed the 
stalls, served refreshments, did 
loads of baking, provided goods 
for the other stalls, and of course 
those who did the final clearing up 
and dish washing after the event 
was over.  
Ten days later, we held 

our AGM at which Kath Palmer 
reviewed the past yearôs meetings, 
discussed the finances, agreed with 
members that the Guild should 
continue to be run in its present 
form, ie, one meeting at 2.30pm, 
then the following meeting two 
weeks hence be held at 7.30pm. 
All members of the committee 
agreed to continue in their posts 
for a further year, and were 
thanked for their work during this 
past year, and presented with 
flowers. Kath was given special 

mention for the tremendous 
amount of work she puts into the 
smooth running of the Guild and 
again our appreciation shown by 
her being presented with flowers 
(pictured above). The two Johns 
were also mentioned, namely John 
Lyall for all the good natured 
assistance he gives with IT and 
other related issues, and John 
Paterson, who provides the 
musical accompaniment for our 
hymn singing at each meeting.  
This was followed by a 

sumptuous pot-luck supper 
provided by the Guild members 
which was much enjoyed by all 
and a most pleasant way to round 
off our 2025-26 programme. 
The Guild resumes on 

September 8, with another 
interesting and varied programme. 

5¯szi is^ª· i^®k« 
 

<¯z· ¿Â ^|i "¯q¯«® ¿¿ 
Drop-in coffee morning 
 

Nk§®k{fkª Æ 
Guild meetings recommence:  
new members warmly welcome 
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Muriel Williams, who has died 
aged 93, was possibly the only 
member of St Anneôs regularly to 
shake paws with a kangaroo. 
During the 1960s, when her 
children were young, she worked in 
the Childrenôs Farm Kiosk at 
Edinburgh Zoo. Each day, she 
would meet a kangaroo on her way 
to the kiosk and shake its paw. 
Muriel was born on January 28, 

1933, and grew up in Edinburgh. 
As an only child her constant 
companion was Micky the dog, an 
indication of how important 
animals and nature would be 
throughout her life. She left school 
at 16 and began working in 
administration, initially in a school 
before moving to work at Christian 
Salvesen in the early 1950s.   
Wishing for new experiences, 

her next adventure was in the 
WRAC. Around this time she met 
Peter, who was on National 
Service. They were married at 
Broughton Place Church in 1955 
after which Muriel left the army 
having served for about 26 months. 
In early 1957 Muriel contracted 

polio, spending more than a year in 
hospital and rehab. She was left 
with a weakened left leg. From 
1980 onwards she spent an 
increasing amount of time in and 
out of hospital. However, she 
refused to wear a calliper, was 
determined to remain independent, 
and for years relied on sticks only 
to remain mobile. By 1989 she was 

using a wheelchair and later had her 
cars adapted for hand controls. 
The Rev Jamie Griggs told 

mourners at her funeral: ñOne of 
my abiding memories of Muriel, 
from early in my time at St Anneôs, 
was of her hauling her chair out of 
her car with great efficiency ï and 
refusing offers of assistance ï óIôm 
used to doing itô was her 
understated reply.ò 
Muriel and Peter settled at 

Laichpark, extending the house so 
that Muriel could have her own 
bedroom, bathroom and ramp 
access. She spent time at home 
while the children were young but 
in about 1965 joined the zoo, which 
became something of a playground 
for Fiona and Graham while their 
mother was working. 
By 1967 Muriel was working for 

the civil service in the Broomhouse 
Education Department. Her natural 
concern for people meant that she 
was frequently adopting those who 
needed support, including a 

conductress whom she had met on 
the number 12 bus. She moved 
again in 1975, working in the 
typing pool at the Forestry 
Commission and progressing to 
being PA to one of the managers.  
Although Muriel formally 

retired at the age of 60, she still 
kept busy, becoming involved with 
Handicabs, Disability Scotland and 
the Red Cross, travelling to 
conferences in Britain, Poland and 
Canada. She loved to drive, visiting 
Fiona in Sheffield and Graham 
further south, and acquiring a 
reputation for getting from 
Sheffield to Edinburgh faster than 
anyone else, dodging speed traps all 
the way. When driving became 
impossible she bought herself a 
mobility scooter. 
Muriel had a passion for music: 

singing and, before she contracted 
polio, dancing. She also enjoyed 
tapestry, knitting, reading Tolkien 
and crosswords, especially the 
cryptic one from The Scotsman. 
Her lifelong love of nature 
continued. She adopted the odd cat 
and fed the birds, sometimes to her 
neighboursô frustration given how 
many were gulls. 
Despite suffering from dementia 

she continued to live at home until 
relatively recently, supported by 
family, friends and carers. Shortly 
before Peterôs death she moved to 
Struan Lodge care home remaining, 
her family said, the same ñpiston 
packinô mamaò. 

" §ª^·kª p~ª <¯|k 
Dear Lord, 
 
Here we are in June ï a beautiful 
month and a month when we 
remember a beautiful follower  
of Yours, Barnabas. He was a  
good man, full of the Holy Spirit 
and faith and he encouraged  
Your people to remain true to  
You in what must have been 
dangerous times.  

Lord, in these dangerous days, 
when so much seems alien and out 
of control, how we all need to be 
encouraged to be steadfast in our 
faith and in our lives.  
How we need to remember  

that You are our faithful, sovereign 
Lord; that You never change;  
that in Jesus You have won the 
victory over sin and death.  
If we put our trust in Jesus,  

we are secure for all eternity.  
Thank You for the example of 

Barnabas. Help us to be encouraged 
and to encourage others. May we 
enjoy June in all its beauty, 
knowing that nothing can separate 
us from You. 
In Jesusô name, 
Amen.  

 
(By Daphne Kitching) 
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I 
n Millport on the Island of 
Great Cumbrae, in the Firth 
of Clyde, is situated the 
smallest cathedral in the 

United Kingdom. The Cathedral of 
the Isles and Collegiate Church of 
the Holy Spirit is a Scottish 
Episcopal Church in the diocese of 
Argyll and the Isles. 
The 6th Earl of Glasgow was 

benefactor of the cathedral and the 
associated theological college. He 
commissioned William Butterfield 
to design the building. Butterfield 
was one of the great architects of 
the Gothic Revival. Construction 
finished in 1849 and the cathedral 
opened in 1851 as a collegiate 
church. The college ceased to 
function before the end of the 19th 
century, but all college buildings 
remain intact and are used for 
various purposes such as retreats, 
while the cathedral continues to 
thrive with a small but dedicated 
Scottish Episcopal congregation. 
My connection with the 

cathedral goes back for nearly 60 
years when as students a small 
group of us spent some of our 
holidays staying in the college to 
make music, both vocal and 
instrumental, under the sometimes 
disapproving gaze of the very 
ancient cathedral provost (Dean 
Douglas). A quartet of voices, 
which we called the St Maura 
Singers (Maura is the Gaelic for 
Mary) supported sung services. 
The St Maura Singers still exist 
and occasionally give recitals in 
the cathedral. One of their number 
has been the organist ever since 
those student days and is now a lay 
chaplain at the cathedral. 
I have visited the cathedral 

many times over the years, but the 

reason for this visit was prompted 
by the news that an old family 
friend, who is a Scottish Episcopal 
priest, had retired and moved to 
Millport. He had been appointed a 
canon of the cathedral and we met 
up for the first time in 50 years, the 
last time having been when he was 
an army chaplain in Germany. 
Lisa and I were invited to join 

worship on Palm Sunday, where I 
read one of the lessons. The Palm 
Sunday Sung Eucharist started 
with the call to worship in the 
Lady Chapel, and during the 
Processional Hymn we processed 
to our places in the Nave. 
A great joy was to listen to my 

old friend the organist deliver solo 
the Psalm for the day, chanted 
(unaccompanied of course) in a 
clear tenor voice. Not bad for an 
80 year old! 
After the Gospel reading, 

recitation of the Nicene Creed, 

prayers and the Offertory Hymn, 
the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion followed. 
The service ended with the 

rousing recessional hymn Praise to 
the Holiest in the Height, followed 
by an organ voluntary. It all just 
goes to support the theory that I 
am Episcopalian by music, but 
Presbyterian by doctrine. 
Coffee and cake followed the 

service in the old College Library 
where island gossip, of which there 
was a great deal, was exchanged. 

W~ª«rs§ ~| ®rk s«zk« 

Prk Ä®r /^ªz ~p 5z^«q~µ g~{{s««s~|ki ®rk +^®rkiª^z ~p ®rk 7«zk« 
pª~{ Wszzs^{ *¯®®kªƑkziÎ 7® ~§k|ki s| ¿ÆÃ¿ ^« ^ g~zzkqs^®k gr¯ªgr 

A visit to the Cathedral  
of the Isles in Millport, on  
the Isle of Cumbrae, 
brought back happy 
memories for Tom Watson 

Have you visited another 
church? Why not share 
your experiences with 
members of St Anneôs? 
Please send about 400 
words and a couple of 
pictures to the office. 
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Timothy Dudley-Smithôs 
popular hymn was written on 
a train. Then he added another 
verse to celebrate Queen 
Elizabethôs golden jubilee 
 
 

T 
his well-loved hymn was 
written in 1967 by the 
Rev Timothy Dudley-
Smith, who from 1981 to 

1991 served as suffragan Bishop of 
Thetford. He later confessed: ñI 
wrote it on a train [from 
Nottingham to London] when I 
was very pressed for time. Iôm 
thankful if something I write gets 
picked up, but I suspect anyone 
who does something in a rush later 
regrets that they didnôt find time to 
apply the sandpaper a bit more.ò   
Dudley-Smith had been asked 

to write a hymn for the centenary 
service of the Childrenôs Special 
Service Mission, now Scripture 
Union, in St Paulôs Cathedral. His 
commission was to write words 
that could be fitted to Sibeliusôs 
Finlandia, as it was to be 
accompanied by an orchestra with 
this tune in their repertoire. And so 
óLord for the yearsô was written. 
Today we sing it to the tune 

Lord of the Years composed by the 
Rev Michael Baughen and 
arranged by David Iliff. 
Dudley-Smith need not have 

worried about lack of time ï his 
lyrics were a hit in the cathedral on 
the day, and went on to become so 
well-loved that George Carey 
chose the hymn to be sung at his 
consecration as Bishop of Bath and 
Wells, and then again later, in 
1991, on his consecration as 
Archbishop in Canterbury 
Cathedral.    
The hymnôs first two verses 

continued to be widely sung and 

loved. Three more verses were 
later added. Then, in 2002,  
Dudley-Smith was asked to write 
an extra verse to be sung at around 

the time of Queen Elizabethôs 
golden jubilee. Although this verse 
is not included in CH4, many of its 
words, as in the rest of the hymn, 
were true for Queen Elizabeth 
herself, who would have celebrated 
her 100th birthday this April, and 
her ñofficialò birthday on the 
second Saturday in June. That 
verse reads: 
Lord, for our hopes, the dreams of 
all our living, 
Christ and his kingdom one united 
aim; 
Rulers and peoples bound in high 
thanksgiving, 
Lord of our hopes, our trust is in 
your Name. 
 

Dudley-Smith, who died in 2024 
aged 97, did much of his hymn 
writing on family holidays in 
Cornwall, often early in the 
morning or when the rest of the 
house were asleep. His notebook 
came to the beach or on a picnic. 
ñSome particularly smudged pages 
bear witness to where the process 
of revision has even continued in 
the bath,ò he said. 

Lord, for the years your love has 
kept and guided, 
urged and inspired us, cheered us 
on our way, 
sought us and saved us, pardoned 
and provided: 
Lord for the years, we bring our 
thanks today. 
 
Lord, for that word, the word of 
life which fires us, 
speaks to our hearts and sets our 
souls ablaze, 
teaches and trains, rebukes us and 
inspires us: 
Lord of the Word, receive your 
people's praise. 
 
Lord, for our land, in this our 
generation, 
spirits oppressed by pleasure, 
wealth and care; 
for young and old, for this and 
every nation, 
Lord of our land, be pleased to 
hear our prayer.  
 
Lord, for our world; when we 
disown and doubt him, 
loveless in strength, and 
comfortless in pain; 
hungry and helpless, lost indeed 
without him, 
Lord of the world, we pray that 
Christ may reign.  
 
Lord, for ourselves; in living 
power remake us, 
self on the cross and Christ upon 
the throne; 
past put behind us, for the future 
take us, 
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ 
alone. 
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