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M 
y dear friends,  
    You may recall the 
saying that ñIt is 
better to light a 

candle than curse the darknessò.  
As I sat down to compose my letter 
for the Magazine, in the seemingly 
relentless damp, grey, rather 
dismal days of early February, 
somehow those words kept coming 
back to me. It is rather difficult to 
find the source of this saying. 
Some attribute it to Eleanor 
Roosevelt; others to an ancient 
Chinese proverb; some agree that it 
was an English preacher, William 
L Watkinson, who popularised it in 
1907. Whatever its source, the 
meaning is clear: instead of 
dwelling on negativity, we 
should seek to take 
positive action, no 
matter how small, to 
encourage change to 
come about. It is ñup 
thereò with 
Hamletôs great 
soliloquy, really: 
ñTo be, or not 

to be, that is the 
question: 
Whether ôtis nobler in 

the mind to suffer 
The slings and arrows of 

outrageous fortune, 

Or to take arms against a sea of 
troubles 
And by opposing end them.ò 
 
é but rather pithier, perhaps.  
As I write this, although the 

weather remains as puckish as 
ever, we have the first signs of 
spring, with the reappearance of 
the snowdrops at the gate of the 
Church grounds; the daffodils are 
showing signs of life; the days are 
light rather longer; and the season 
of Epiphany is drawing to a close, 
and Lent is upon us once again. 
Epiphany is, in fact, the season 

of light, or celebrating the light, 
which concludes with Godôs self-
revelation on the mountain top, 

marked by our 
Transfiguration service. It 
is of no small 
importance, perhaps, 
that in our darkest 
days of the year (in 
the northern 
hemisphere at 
least!), we 
celebrate the 
advent of light; we 
are reminded that in 

our darkness light has 
shone; and we are encouraged 
to remain in a state of 
ñalleluiaò.  
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This year, however, it seems 
harder than ever to hold on to this.  
A perusal of the Church of 
Scotland website is a stark 
reminder of how many places are 
losing their church buildings 
because, we are told, the 
community can no longer sustain 
them. We are told there are not 
enough candidates for ministry 
nationally to cover the existing 
vacancies, let alone those which 
will occur as the large number of 
ministers close to the edge of 
retirement leap (fall?!) off.  
The world beyond the Church, 

too, seems to be heading with even 
greater determination into what at 
best might be called chaos, with 
national and international 
politicking leaving many of us at a 
loss for words, and we might be 
forgiven for wondering if indeed 
the sky is darkening with the 
feathers on the wings of the 
chickens (and there are many) 
coming home to roost. 
So: do we curse the darkness, or 

do we light the candle? Do we 
suffer the slings and arrows, or do 
we take arms (metaphorically) 
against the sea of troubles? 
One of the challenging 

privileges of ministry is writing the 
letter for the magazine (ask the 
editor!): yet another of the 
privileges is reading the magazine 
before it is published, with the 

editor. And this is a privilege 
because, in reading it, I am, as we 
all should be, reminded of how 
many candles are being lit here in 
our community on a weekly basis, 
be they in worship; in our 
offerings; in our many group 
activities; in our social lives 
beyond our walls.   
As we undertake our journey 

through the season of Lent, these 
candles continue to shine, even as 
we move towards the darkest days 
of Holy Week and Good Friday: 
but all of these candles are pale in 
comparison to the light which is  
re-lit for us at Easter. 
We are people of the Light; and 

we have a promise that the Light 
which we follow, which 
illuminates our lives, will never be 
overcome. So let us strive to 
remember this, whatever grim 
prognostications abound around us.  
As the hymn puts it, Christ is alive, 
and the universe must celebrate. 
May this Lent be a time of 

reflection and growth for each of 
us: and may we be ready to 
celebrate with joy and renewed 
hope at Easter. 
May God bless and keep you. 

?s|s«®kªí« zk®®kª Ýg~|®s|¯kiÞ 

Nkª´sgk« p~ª 6~z· 
Wkky ^|i /^«®kª 
 

N¯|i^·Ï ?^ªgr  ÀÇÏ ¿¿^{ 
J^z{ÛJ^««s~| N¯|i^· 
Ý@*Ï gz~gy« q~ p~ªµ^ªi ®~i^·Þ 
Morning Worship at St Anneôs 
 
 

?~|i^·Ï ?^ªgr Á¾Ï ÄÎÁ¾§{ 
Service for Holy Week  
at St Anneôs 
 
 

P¯k«i^·Ï ?^ªgr Á¿Ï ÄÎÁ¾§{ 
Service for Holy Week 
at St Ninianôs  
 
 

Wki|k«i^·Ï "§ª ¿Ï ÄÎÁ¾§{ 
Service for Holy Week  
at St Anneôs 
 
 

Pr¯ª«i^·Ï "§ªsz ÀÏ Ä§{ 
?^¯|i· Pr¯ª«i^· 
Bring and share meal plus Holy 
Communion, in the Kaimes Hall 
Please sign up! 
 
 

4ªsi^·Ï "§ªsz ÁÏ  
5~~i 4ªsi^·Ï ¿À|~~|-Á§{ 
Vigil in the Sanctuary. All are 
welcome to drop in for some or all 

Å§{ 
Corstophine Churches Together  
at St Andrewôs, Clermiston 
 
 

N^®¯ªi^·Ï "§ªsz Â 
6~z· N^®¯ªi^· 
Sanctuary closed 
 
 

N¯|i^·Ï "§ªsz Ã 
/^«®kª -^· 
¿¾ÎÂÃ^{ Ý@* k^ªz· «®^ª®ÓÞ 
Morning Worship with Holy 
Communion at St Anneôs 

Apart from this little hiccup, it was an excellent Maundy Thursday meal 
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<~¯ª|k· ®~ ®rk +ª~«« ^|i Mk«¯ªªkg®s~| 
All are welcome to join us 
at St Anneôs as we follow 
Christôs journey from  
Palm Sunday, through 
Holy Week to Good Friday 
and, finally, the glorious 
Resurrection of Easter 
 

E 
aster Sunday worship at St 
Anneôs will begin at 
10.45am in the church 
grounds before moving 

into the sanctuary for the rest of 
Morning Worship, which will 
include a celebration of Holy 
Communion.  
Weather permitting, we will 

gather outside the Kaimes Road 
door, beneath the tree, to mark the 
start of our Easter celebrations. For 
those who prefer to be seated in the 
church or who are unable to stand 
outside, this outdoor element of the 
service will be broadcast indoors 
over the sound system. The hope is 
that those who have been outside 
will then process during a hymn into 
the main body of the church to 
continue with the service. 
Meanwhile, Holy Week begins 

the previous Sunday, March 29 ï 
the same day that we change the 
clocks! ï with Palm (or Passion) 

Sunday, when we remember 
Christôs triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, the name originating 
from the palm branches waved by 
the crowds. 
On Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday we will join with our 
friends from St Ninianôs for Holy 
Week services starting at 6.30pm 
(full details in the panel, left). 
Everyone is invited to join the 

Maundy Thursday ñbring-and-
shareò meal in the Kaimes Hall on 
Thursday, April 2. This includes an 
informal celebration of Holy 

Communion. Full details will be in 
the weekly notice sheet and 
announced closer to the time.  
The Good Friday Vigil takes 

place in the sanctuary, starting at 12 
noon and lasting for three hours, to 
mark the three hours of Christ 
hanging on the Cross. We will keep 
silence during this time, other than a 
prayer and music on the hour and 
half hour. All are welcome to drop 
in for some or all of the vigil. At 
7pm that evening Corstorphine 
Churches Together will hold a 
service at St Andrewôs, Clermiston. 

We will celebrate Ascension Day 
(May 14), which commemorates the 
Ascension of Jesus into heaven 40 
days after his Resurrection, with a 
service of Holy Communion. This 
will be held in the sanctuary and 
starts at 10.30am. 

"«gk|«s~| -^· 

All are welcome to our annual 
ñbring-and-shareò Maundy 
Thursday meal, which takes place 
in the Kaimes Hall on April 2 at 
6pm and includes an informal 
Communion. Please sign up. 

?^¯|i· {k^z 

Mothering Sunday falls on March 
15, the fourth Sunday in Lent, 
when, depending on which school 
of thought you prefer, we remember 
the Mother Church, Mother Earth, 
Mother of the Gods or our human 
mothers. 
During the Middle Ages young 

people apprenticed to craftsmen or 
working as ñlive-inò servants were 
allowed only one holiday a year on  
to visit their families, which is how 
Mothering Sunday got its name.  
On March 15 we will be 

honouring the mothers in St Anneôs 
during Morning Worship. 

?~®rkªs|q N¯|i^· 
The Lent Study Group, which 
started in February, continues with 
sessions at St Ninianôs on Mondays 
from 7.30pm to 9pm and at St 
Anneôs on Wednesday mornings, 
from 10.30am to 12 noon. All are 
welcome. Please sign up on the list 
at the back of the sanctuary. 

>k|® N®¯i· 5ª~¯§ 
From 12 noon to 3pm on Good 
Friday we will keep a vigil in the 
sanctuary for silent reflection, 
except for a prayer and some music 
on the hour and half hour. Please 
drop in for as much or as little time  
as you wish. 

5~~i 4ªsi^· ´sqsz 
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>~ª|^ x~s|« ®rk Nk««s~| 

>~ª|^ W^zykªÏ gk|®ªkÏ ^ p^{szs^ª psq¯ªk ^® N® "||kí«Ï µ^« x~s|ki f· 
«~{k ~p rkª p^{sz· ~| <^|¯^ª· ÀÃ µrk| «rk µ^« ~ªi^s|ki kzikª  

/^«®kª q^ªik| q~k« fsq 
Last year we invited you 
to make a miniature 
Easter Garden (right). 
This year we want to 
go BIG!  
To help our 

youngsters 
understand the Easter 
Story we intend to turn 
St Anneôs grounds into 
an Easter Garden. Different 
areas will symbolise different parts 
of the story. For example, ñJesus 
Prays in a Gardenò is represented 
by the Garden of Gethsemane and 
could be the grassy area on the left 
hand side of the Kaimes Road 
lower entrance. It would be 
wonderful to have plants in pots 
dotted about on the grassy area to 
produce a colourful garden scene.  
Other scenes we hope to 

produce include ñThe King on a 
Donkeyò, with our gravel paths 
perhaps covered with palm 
branches and coats; ñThe Last 
Supperò, an upper room by the 
steps at the back of the Kaimes Hall 

if anyone can offer an 
old gazebo or picnic 
table; ñPontius Pilate 
and the angry 
crowdò could be a 
Romanesque scene 
on the steps of the 
front door; ñA Cross 
between Two 
Thievesò; three large 

crosses on the grass at the 
front of the church; and ñThe 
Miracle of the Resurrectionò; a 
cave made from that pile of stones 
at the back of the church with a 
stone rolled away? 
Planning is in the early stages. 

Our grounds are open and we have 
many dog walkers and people 
taking short cuts through them, so 
hopefully this would create interest 
at the highlight of the Christian 
year. Thoughts and contributions 
gladly received. Please chat to any 
of the education team: Mags 
Menzies, Maxine Grant, Ruth 
Maclean, Margaret Grant and 
Yvonne Barrie. 

Henry is making a real effort for 
Lent; heôs giving up the remote 
control and walking to the TV 

Lord, In these weeks leading up to 
Easter, many of us spend time 
reflecting on what Jesus has done 
for us and how he can help us live 
our lives. 
But we live in a harsh, confusing 

world, where traditional values are 
upended and we can hardly believe 
some of the things we hear from 
powerful world leaders. Truth 
seems to be lost in the darkness. 
Lord, your word tells us that, 

whoever lives by the truth comes 
into the light. Jesus says He is the 
Truth. He also says he is the Light 
of the world.   
Help us to hold fast to these 

facts. Help us to remember that 
Jesus said that in this world we will 
have trouble ï so we shouldnôt be 
surprised ï but that He has 
overcome the world ï so we should 
be encouraged.  
Whatever is going on in the 

troubled world around us ï we can 
live by the real Truth ï and in the 
real Light ï Jesus Christ, our Lord 
and Saviour, who will never leave 
us or forsake us. 
Thank you so much. 
In Jesus name. 

Amen. 
(by Daphne Kitching) 

Jª^·kª p~ª ?^ªgr 
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Edinburgh Food Project has sent 
a  heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who gave so generously to the 
Christmas foodbank (pictured). 
We collected 111.8 kg of goods 
and Ã120 in donations. There 
were heaps of sweets and 
chocolates for the children, toys 
to bring joy, and plenty of tins 
of food to help families cook hearty 
meals. Because of your kindness, 
many families and children enjoyed 
a much brighter Christmas than they 
ever expected  
Nigel Hicks, our joint treasurer, 

has compiled a total of the foodbank 
collections and reports that in the 12 
months to November we collected 
1,425 kg and Ã1,140 in cash. That 
means our total for the year is  
1,536kg, more than the weight of 
some cars, and Ã1,260 in cash. 
Alas, the need continues. Our 

foodbank collections are on the 
fourth Sunday of the month (except 
December). The next ones are on 
March 22, April 26 and May 24. 

Please check the service sheet for 
the latest requests, though please 
note that unfortunately we are 
unable to accept fresh food. 

4~~if^|yí« ®r^|y« ®~ N® "||kí« 

?¯ªskz gkzkfª^®k« rkª ¿¾¾®r fsª®ri^· 
Muriel Philip writes: Thank you for 
making my 100th birthday so 
wonderful. My surprise pre-
birthday presentation from the 
Guild was a very happy start. Then 
came December 21. For years Iôve 
worshipped on the longest night 
service on my birthday, and I found 
it unbelievable that this year (2025) 
of all years it fell on a Sunday. 
Thank you to all, from Jamie to 
little Grace, for making it special. 
Needless to say, it didnôt finish 

just then but continued in the hall, 
where Jamie recalled how my 
family were the first he really got to 
know as he visited George in the 
last few days of his life. I was very 
grateful for Jamieôs support then 
and in all the years since. 
After Jamieôs talk of his early 

connection with the Philip family, I 
was presented with a huge birthday 
card signed by many of you, which 
I shall treasure, and a lovely bunch 
of flowers. 
Thank you again, all of you. 

Muriel  
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S 
ince the last edition of the 
magazine we held our Guild 
Christmas lunch in the 
Kaimes Hall, again supplied 

by our outside caterer and much 
enjoyed by around 40 members. 
This year we invited Kay Coull, 
national convener for Church of 
Scotland Guilds to join us and she 
in turn presented Muriel Philip, one 
of our members, with a certificate 
of long service from the Church of 
Scotland in recognition of Muriel's 
46 years of committed service, as 
well as a rather lovely Guild 
brooch. Muriel celebrated 
her 100th birthday in December and 
was presented with a bouquet in 
recognition of her long time 
association with St Anneôs. One of 
our members baked a cake to 
celebrate the occasion, which was 
greatly enjoyed by the assembled 
company. 
There is still much to look 

forward to. Our next speakers will 
be telling us about patchwork 
quilting; a Project Meeting entitled 
Bibles for Bairns; another on The 
Work of Friends of the Pentlands; 
Having a Laugh with our old friend 
Tom Kelly; and for the last meeting 
of the session our speaker will be 

Ed Bethune, telling us about 
Cockenzie Museum. Several of us 
visited the museum a couple of 
years ago and look forward to 
hearing Ed, who is an engaging 
speaker. It will be good to learn 
more about our local history. Do 
keep an eye on the Order of Service 
sheets or online for the dates of 
these talks. We are more than happy 
to welcome visitors should you 
wish to come and join us. 
Meanwhile, we have enjoyed 

speakers from the Five Sisters Zoo 
in West Lothian and have had a 
return visit from Jackie Sangster, 
spoke of ñScots Women who Chose 
to Challengeò. She mentioned 
among others Phyllis Bowman, a 
noted sculptor whose work can still 
be seen in roundels between some 
of the windows of Kings Buildings. 
Mairi Chisholm was also 
mentioned. She helped to set up a 
surgery near Flanders during the 
First World War and, being a keen 
motorcyclist, helped to transport 
and treat the wounded. Among 
other decorations she received a 
bravery medal from the King of 

Belgium. Jennie Lee was also 
mentioned, a committed socialist 
who married Aneurin Bevan. After 
retiring in 1970 she was involved in 
setting up the Open University. 
Muriel Spark whose 24 novels 
included The Prime of Miss Jean 
Brodie, was also mentioned as 
was Winnie Ewing, one of the 
founding members of the SNP who 
was known in European political 
circles as ñMadame Ecosseò. She 
retired in 2003, but members of her 
family are still heavily involved in 
the world of politics. They were all 
feisty Scots women who over the 
years have made their mark on our 
proud history. 
By the end of May we will have 

overseen an interesting and varied 
syllabus from which we will have 
all learnt a lot. With this, in addition 
to the fellowship afforded and the 
donations both monetary and 
through knitting that have been 
received from members, we can be 
pleased with the contributions made 
to society. This surely is the true 
ethos of the Guild. 
(Ethel Thomson) 

5¯szií« «§ªs|q §z^|« 

-s^ª· i^®k« 
 

?^ªgr Ä 
World Day of Prayer 

 
?^ªgr ÇÏ @* À§{ 
Lothian Guilds Together AGM, 
with the Presbytery Moderator at 
Bathgate Parish Church 
 

?^ªgr À¿Ï ¿¾^{-¿À |~~| 
Annual Guild coffee morning. We 
look forward to seeing you then, 
when there will be stalls for cakes 

and candy, preserves, crafts and 
gifts, flowers and plants, and  
books as well as the opportunity to 
enjoy a cuppa with a sumptuous 

array of home baking. 
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N~gs^z {kis^ 
You can follow St Anneôs through 
social media with the links on  
the right.  
Plus, donôt forget that for those 

unable to join us in person, 
Morning Worship is broadcast live 
on Sunday morning at 11am via 
the website, where the recording  
is also later available. 

twitter.com/
st_annes_church 

facebook.com/
stannescorstorphine 

instagram.com/
stanneschurchcorstorphine 

The Stated Annual Meeting will be 
held on Sunday, May 10, 
immediately after Morning 
Worship. This is an opportunity  
for all members of St Anneôs to 
hear from the Session and its 
committees and to receive the 
annual report and accounts. 

"||¯^z {kk®s|q 

Lorna Walker was ordained into 
Eldership at St Anneôs during the 
Morning Service on January 25. 
Three days later she was welcomed 
to her first Kirk Session meeting  
At that same meeting on January 28 
Iain Murray signed the Oath de 
fideli administratione and was duly 
elected to the position of session 
clerk, thus boosting the team to four 
members.  
This was a very positive start to 

2026, and we hope to continue in 
this vein. 
Members of the Session are 

reminded that future meetings will 
take place on March 25, June 3, 
September 30 and November 25. 
All are held in the Belgrave Room 
starting at 7.30pm. 
(Lyn Chalmers) 

Nk««s~| |kµ« 

@kµ« s| *ªskp 

The boiler only worked if the  
minister switched it on 

B|zs|k i~|^®s~|« 
St Anneôs received Ã221.56 from 
easyfundraising in February. By 
shopping online with more than 
8,000 brands you can easily generate 
free donations for the church, 
including if you purchase gifts, 
festive food, holidays and travel 
online. Another few supporters 
would make this venture even more 
worthwhile.  
To support St Anneôs when 

shopping online please visit: 
easyfundraising.org.uk and search 
for St Anneôs, Edinburgh. 
We also accept donations online. 

To donate please scan the QR code 

below, enter an amount and input 
your card details. Please do not 
forget to GiftAid your donation. We 
also receive donations by standing 
order and 
through 
gift 
envelopes. 
For more 
details 
please 
contact 
the office. 
Thank you 
for your 
support. 

The Corstorphine Literary & 
Geographical Society, better known 
as the Lit, continues its spring 
programme with a series of 
presentations taking place on the 
first Monday of the month in the 
Burns Hall, St Ninianôs Church. 
George Anderson, from 

Beechgrove Garden, is coming to 
talk about his Horticultural Journey 
on March 2; the April 6 talk, by 
Richard Phillips, is about German 
spies in Britain during the Second 
World War; and the final talk of the 
season is on May 4 when Simon 
Fairnie will give a presentation 
about the famous Fisherrow 
fishwives of Musselburgh.   
A seasonôs subscription is Ã20; 

visitors pay Ã4 a visit. Further 
information is available from the 
secretary: 0131 539 1708. 

>s®í« §ª~qª^{{k 

?^q^ºs|k ik^izs|k 
The deadline to receive material for 
the next issue of the magazine, 
which covers the summer months, is 
May 1, 2026. Please send items to: 
office@stannescorstorphine.org.uk  

Holy Communion will be 
celebrated on Easter Sunday, April 
5, as part of Morning Worship. 
There will also be a short 
Communion in the Youth Chapel 
on March 29, April 26 and May 31 
as well as in the sanctuary on 
Ascension Day (May 14, 10.30am). 

+~{{¯|s~| i^®k« 

?s|s«®kªí« zk^´k 
The Rev Matthew Bickett will 
provide pulpit cover on Sunday, 
April 12, while the minister takes a 
well-deserved break. 
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O 
ur local Guides and 
Brownies recently 
celebrated two 
remarkable milestones: 

90 years of the Guides and 95 years 
of the Brownies. 
Although the Brownies had been 

in existence since 1930, their 
leaders expressed disappointment 
that once their members reached the 
age of 11 they had to transfer to the 
Guides at Murrayfield Church or to 
the St Margaretôs company. The 
absence of a Guide Company at St 
Anneôs meant these girls could not 
continue their Guiding journey 
within their own community. 
The situation was resolved in 

1935, as recorded in that yearôs St 
Anneôs annual report, which 
included a paragraph announcing 
the formation of the 183rd City of 
Edinburgh (St Anneôs) Guide 
Company. It read: ñThis is a new 
organisation in St Anneôs for girls 
between the ages of 11 and 16. For 
several years there has been room 
and need for it. It was started on 
31st May under the leadership of 
Miss McKechnie. It meets in the 
Church Hall on Wednesday 
evenings at 6.30 oôclock. Already it 
has a membership of 14 girls.ò 
Numbers quickly grew (see 

picture below) and continued to rise 

until the Second World War, when 
meetings shifted to Saturday 
afternoons, even though half the 
company was evacuated to Arniston 
House. When the Scouts moved to 
their own hall, in 1956, the Guides 
moved their meetings to Friday 
evenings after the Brownies, which 
continues to this day. 
Since 1935 the Guides have seen 

nine changes of uniform and the 
Brownies six, with another new 
uniform to be introduced this year. 
The Guide programme has 
undergone four transformations and 
the Promise badge has been 
redesigned six times since the 

1930s. Despite these changes, the 
core principles and values of 
Girlguiding  have remained at the 
heart of Guiding. 
A review of all the 183rd Guides 

annual reports reveals that 
throughout the companyôs history 
camping and outdoor activities, 
international trips, achieving 
Guidingôs highest awards, joint 
activities with the Scouts, 
participation in Gang Shows, 
fundraising and helping others, 
competing in sports events, and 
using their skills to benefit those 
less fortunate, alongside the usual 
badge work, have all played a 
significant part in the programme.  
These remarkable milestones 

were celebrated in a joint event on 
December 12 when celebration 
cakes were cut by the newest and 
longest serving Leaders, Kate 
(Brownies) and Mags (Guides), 
pictured, as well a the oldest and 
youngest Brownies, Isla and Sloane, 
and the oldest and youngest Guides, 
Anna and Lucy.  
None of this would have been 

possible without the dedication of 
the leaders and the support of the 
Kirk Session and the congregation 
over  the years, which we gratefully 
acknowledge.  
(Mags Menzies) 
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N®^ª« ®¯ª| ~¯® p~ª §~§-¯§ @^®s´s®· 
It was so lovely to see so many of 
our young people taking part in the 
pop-up Nativity. What great fun it 
was to see The Greatest Story Ever 
Told portrayed by our congregation,  
with Muriel Philpôs great grand-
daughter Katie taking the lead role 
of Mary and putting her older sister 
forward as the donkey. It was 
lovely too that Muriel Mennieôs 
family, who were visiting us from 
Tasmania, also volunteered for 
roles, and the usual St Anneôs 
crowd were happy to get involved.  
Itôs always a lot of fun getting our 
wider church family involved and 
someone has suggested that we call 
it an all-age pop-up Nativity to 
reflect the wide variety of ages that 
like to get involved, even if they are 
gently cajoled (Maxine Grant)   

The St Anneôs family has given a 
positive reaction to our new 
Christmas banners, which depict 
three key moments from the 
Nativity. They were designed by 
Emily, our very own artist in 
residence, 
and provided 
a beautiful 
backdrop to 
our Nativity. 
The banners 
were a great 
addition to all 
the Christmas 
decorations 
that give St 
Anneôs a 
festive 
feeling.  A 
big thank you 
was given  
at our 
Christingle 
service to 
Emily, who 
also designed 
the welcome 
banners 
(right). 

?^i i^«r p~ª +rªs«®s|qzk ~ª^|qk« 

After Sainsburys cancelled the 
order for our Christingle oranges 
and Mags Menzies had to do a mad 
dash around other supermarkets, the 
Christingle making ran smoothly.  
As always our merry band of 
Christingle stalwarts turned up to 
prepare 150 Christingles for the 
afternoon service. There was a 
selection of goodies to keep 
everyone going while they worked 

hard to get the Christingles ready.  
One of the best things about 
Christingle making is the presence 
of No±l Provenôs amazing cheese 
scones, an absolute must for any 
Christingle maker. As one very 
grateful participant noted: ñThe 
thing I look forward to most about 
Christingle making is enjoying a 
couple of No±lôs cheese scones.ò 
(Maxine Grant)   

*^||kª ®r^|y« 
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After the abortive efforts to have a 
golf outing last year, the plan is to 
hold an outing this year on 
Saturday, April 18, at West Lothian 
Golf Club. Timings will be 
confirmed in due course. No formal 
handicap is necessary. If you would 
like to take part then please email 
philal83@btinternet.com or 
message me on 07749 277066 by 
Monday, March 23. 
(Phil Yelland) 

+r¯ªgr q~zp 

The Book Club meets on 
Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm in 
the Belgrave Room every six weeks 
or so to talk about the current book. 
Discussion is always very lively, 
reflecting our often differing views 
of the book and its author. The 
books chosen vary in subject matter 
and often persuade us to read what 
we might otherwise miss. All are 
welcome to give us a try.  

*~~y +z¯f 

4sz{ +z¯f 
+~{k ^|i x~s| ¯« p~ª ^ x~¯ª|k· ®rª~¯qr ^| kgzkg®sg 

«kzkg®s~| ~p Ƒz{«Ó 4ªkk k|®ª·Ñ ªkpªk«r{k|®« §ª~´sikiÎ 

Ngªkk|s|q «®^ª®« ^® ÄÎÂÃ§{ 

Tuesday, March 24 
A River Runs Through It  
(NB, starts at 6.45pm) 
Robert Redfordôs period drama follows two 
sons of a Presbyterian minister as they come  

of age in early 20th-century America.  
(118 minutes, PG) 

The Jack & Jill Club caters for 
babies, toddlers and their carers on 
Wednesdays during term-time 
from 9.30am to 11.30am. Toys, 
books and crafts are provided, as 
well as refreshments for adults. 

<^gy ĉ <szz 

mailto:philal83@btinternet.com
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Members of the FAN Club have 
several exciting events to look 
forward to at their fortnightly 
Friday meetings. These include a 
talk on March 13 by Jackie Sangster 
from Historic Environment 
Scotland about ñEstablishment and 
Emporiums of Edinburgh Pastò. See 
how many you can remember. 
We will also be hearing from 

Marion Lees McPherson, our St 
Anneôs organist, on April 10 and 
from Georgina Beckett, from 
Corstorphine Chiropractic, on May 
8 about taking care of our backs.  
The Fan Club meets in the 

Kaimes Hall fortnightly on Fridays 
from 10.30am to 12 noon. 

4"@« q^®rkª  

The Rev Jamie Griggs, our 
minister, will be one of the spring 
speakers at Caring&Sharing when 
he speaks to the group about ñthe 
ministerôs meanderingsò on March 
20. We have an Easter caf® 
celebration on April 3, coffee, cake 
and chat on April 17, and on May 1 
Darcey Joyce will speak about 
Fresh Start, the organisation that so 
many at St Anneôs support with 
donations of household goods. 
Caring & Sharing meets on 

alternate Fridays from 10.30am. 

+^ªs|q ĉ Nr^ªs|q 

My sermon today comes from Apps 
chapter 1, beginning at verse 2... 
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When a sabbatical year 
took Lisa McCormick  
and Tim Bullamore to 
Hungary, they found 
fellowship at St Columbaôs 
Mission Kirk in Budapest 

T 
wo Scottish missionaries 
were travelling to Palestine 
in 1839 when one fell from 
his camel and broke his 

leg. Forced to return home, they 
sailed from the Black Sea up the 
Danube river. By the time they 
reached Pest, both had fallen ill. 
Archduchess Maria Dorothea, a 
Protestant member of the Hapsburg 
royal family, cared for them before 
sending the pair home with a 
request for support for the Lutheran 
and Reformed churches in Hungary.  
Meanwhile, the Sz®chenyi 

bridge, the first permanent crossing 
of the Danube linking the two cities 
of Buda and Pest, was being built 
under the supervision of Adam 
Clark, a Scottish civil engineer. He 
sent word to Scotland requesting 
English-language church services 
for his workers and their families. 
The two requests arrived in 

Edinburgh at about the same time 
and in 1841 the Church of Scotland 
sent three ministers to Hungary. 
Their instructions were to establish 
an English-speaking church, reach 
out to the cityôs Jewish population 
and work with other Protestant 
churches in ministering to the poor. 
Ever since then the Church of 
Scotland has enjoyed a presence in 
Budapest, though at times with only 
monthly services taken by 
Reformed Church ministers. 
Weekly services resumed after the 
fall of Communism. The 
congregation was named St 
Columbaôs and a long lease was 
signed on a former community hall 
that has been adapted into a church.  
It was into here that Lisa and I 

stumbled on the second Sunday of 
January, during the most prolonged 

bout of snow the city has 
experienced in more 
than decade. 
Despite the 

biting wind and 
blizzard 
conditions, 
more than 60 
worshippers 
turned out. A 
similar number 
were present 
when we returned a 
week later, the snow 
still on the ground but the 
blizzard having abated. There was 
much that a visitor from St Anneôs 
could recognise: the Bible brought 
in at the start of Morning Worship, 
hymns from CH4 and informal 
coffee and chat afterwards. There 
was even a childrenôs talk, though 
with puppets rather than ducks. 
It turns out that the minister, the 

Rev Aaron Stevens, an American 
from South Carolina who arrived in 
Hungary in 1993 for two years and 
stayed, is a ventriloquist. His two 
glove puppets, Luka and Zuzu, 
entertained half a dozen small 
children before they went to take 
part on Godly Play. The regular 
service continued with Bible 
readings, Aaronôs sermon, a weekly 
recitation of the Apostleôs Creed 
and prayers, which are sometimes 

written and read by 
members of the 
congregation.  
The church itself 
is simple: an 
echoey room 
with chairs and 
a small dais for 
the table, 
though  
without the 
accoutrements of a 
traditional church: 

no pulpit, reading desk 
or draughty stained glass 

windows. Printed orders of service 
and hymn books are available, 
though all the words are projected 
on to the wall by the minister, who 
broadcasts the service using his 
mobile phone. The order of service 
is also emailed in advance, 
More important than the 

buildings are the people, a diverse 
congregation many of whom have 
links to Scotland. A handful are 
even expat Scots who have moved 
to Budapest for reasons such as 
family, education or work. It is, 
Aaron has acknowledged, quite a 
transient congregation. Many, 
including us, are in the city for a 
relatively short period of time but 
find much connected to the Kirk to 
make them feel at home: Hogmanay 
celebrations, a Burns Night supper 

J¯§§k®« s| ®rk ysªy 
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Have you visited another 
church? Why not share 
your experiences with 
members of St Anneôs? 
Please send about 400 
words and a couple of 
pictures to the office. 

J¯§§k®« s| ®rk ysªy 

and Scottish country dancing. 
Be that as it may, the church is a 

permanent fixture and on the walls 
are tributes to its role in the city. 
These include a tapestry declaring 
ñI am the way, the truth and the 
lifeò in both English and Hungarian, 
and a plaque to Jane Haining, a 
farmerôs daughter from Dunscore, 
Dumfriesshire, who since 1932 had 
been matron of a church-run school 
boarding house in a school run by 
the church, then known as the 
Scottish Mission to the Jews.  
With the outbreak of war in 1939 

she was advised by the Kirk to 
leave Hungary, but insisted on 
remaining at her post. ñIf these 
children needed me in days of 
sunshine, how much more do they 
need me in these days of darkness?ò 
she wrote. Germany invaded 
Hungary in March 1944 and began 
rounding up Jewish people for 
deportation. Haining refused to 
hand over her charges and in April 
1944, apparently betrayed by the 
school cook after a disagreement, 
she was arrested and charged with 
working among Jews, visiting 
British PoWs and listening to the 
BBC. She was deported to 
Auschwitz where she was 
murdered. Her last words, written 
on a postcard to friends requesting 
food be sent, were: ñThere is not 
much to report here on the way to 
Heaven.ò 
Today Haining is not only 

remembered at St 
Columbaôs and on 
a cairn in her 
hometown of 
Dunscore, but also 
as ñRighteous 
Among the 
Nationsò at Yad Vashem, the 
Holocaust memorial centre in Israel.  
Meanwhile, with elections on 

April 12 and the countryôs future 
uncertain, the churchôs mission in 
Budapest continues.  

>kp®Ï N® +~z¯{f^í« +r¯ªgrÑ  
®~§ zkp®Ï "^ª~| N®k´k|«Ï ®rk 
{s|s«®kªÑ ^f~´kÏ ®rk ®^§k«®ª· s| 
/|qzs«r ^|i 6¯|q^ªs^|Ñ ªsqr®Ï ^ 
fs~qª^§r· ~p <^|k 6^s|s|qÏ ^ 
{k{fkª ~p ®rk g~|qªkq^®s~| 
{¯ªikªki ^® "¯«grµs®º 
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Charles Wesleyôs words 
of triumph ring out in 
many churches at Easter. 
This is the story of how  
they came to be written 
 
 

D 
uring Lent, many 
Christian churches 
refrain from using the 
word Alleluia in their 

worship. The story goes that Sir 
David Willcocks (1919-2015), 
organist and master of the 
choristers at Salisbury Cathedral, 
was rehearsing his choristers one 
Holy Saturday when the Dean 
came rushing down the aisle and 
interrupted him: ñMr Willcocks, 
did I hear the choir singing 
óAlleluiaô?ò. Willcocks explained 
that they were preparing for the 
following dayôs services. Back 
came the reply: ñOur Lord is still 
in the tomb; I will not have it! We 
cannot have óAlleluiaô sung in 
Salisbury Cathedral until the 
gladsome morn.ò Thereafter the 
choir replaced the offending word 
with ñfa-la-la-laò in rehearsals. 
After 40 days and nights 

without an Alleluia, this glorious 
hymn by Charles Wesley (right)
more than makes up for the 
drought, opening a veritable 
floodgate of Alleluias, as we sing 
of Christôs Resurrection. 
Wesley wrote Christ the Lord is 

Risen Today in 1739, at first giving 
it the title Hymn for Easter Day. It 
was sung to a different tune and 
without any Alleluias. His original 
version had eleven verses, but over 
the years these have been whittled 
down to the six we know today 
(right), and the Alleluia was in fact 
only added in early 19th century, 
although as if to make up for the 
previous shortage it now appears 
24 times. 
This hymn is a tour de force of 

exuberant, expressive and ecstatic 
language on the Resurrection. 
Bernard Lord Manning, the early 
20th-century Methodist historian, 
declared that there was no finer 
hymn for Easter Day. ñAnd mark 
this further ï those 24 óAlleluiasô 
are not there for nothing: the 
special use of óAlleluiaô at Easter 
comes down to us from the most 
venerable liturgies. Our hymns are 
our liturgy, an excellent liturgy. 
Let us study it, respect it, use it, 
develop it, and boast of it,ò he 
wrote. 
Christ the Lord is Risen Today 

quickly spread beyond Methodism 
to the Church of England and to 
the Presbyterian churches, which 
in 1842 included in in A Selection 
of Hymns for the use of 
Presbyterian Churches in Jamaica. 
According to one commentator, 
Each verse of the hymn features a 
focus on the Resurrection of Jesus. 
For the final verse, Wesley uses 
descriptive language to describe 
four requirements for Christians to 
enjoy eternal life with God. The 
focuses are for Christians: to know 
God, to bear witness to God, to 
sing their faith and to love one 
another. Alleluia, to that! 

 

Christ the Lord is risen today, 
Alleluia! 
Earth and heaven in chorus say, 
Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs 
high, Alleluia! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, 
Alleluia! 
 
Loveôs redeeming work is done, 
Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, 
Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids him rise, 
Alleluia! 
Christ has opened paradise, 
Alleluia! 
 
Lives again our glorious King, 
Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? 
Alleluia! 
Once he died our souls to save, 
Alleluia! 
Whereôs thy victory, boasting 
grave? Alleluia! 
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, 
Alleluia! 
Following our exalted Head, 
Alleluia! 
Made like him, like him we rise, 
Alleluia! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the 
skies, Alleluia! 
 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, 
Alleluia! 
Praise to thee by both be given, 
Alleluia! 
Thee we greet triumphant now, 
Alleluia! 
Hail the Resurrection, thou, 
Alleluia! 
 
King of glory, soul of bliss, 
Alleluia! 
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! 
Thee to know, thy power to prove, 
Alleluia! 
Thus to sing, and thus to love, 
Alleluia! 


