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hat were you doing
ten years ago? It
makes a change
from my usual/
predictable
variation on “doesn’t time fly”, but I

more than just a plan for better
facilities: it is a real statement of faith
in our future, based on a desire to
share the good things with which we
have been blessed — a supportive
church community and family, a

do wonder how many of us remember beautiful sanctuary to inspire us, and

with clarity what we were doing a
decade ago. Perhaps it takes
something momentous to stick in our
mind, or, indeed, a particular
challenge we have faced — and
hopefully overcome.

A quick search back through my
emails gives a clear indication of
what we were up to at St Anne’s.
REDEVELOPMENT! If memory
(and storage!) serves, we were
chasing funding, clearing cupboards,
filling in forms, and planning for the
moment the front of our Sanctuary
would be dressed up with what can
best be described as a giant-sized
Meccano set!

Who can forget the Portaloos by the
door and in the car park; the
industrial quantities of bottled water;
the temporary office in which one
alternately froze or baked; the dust?
Has a decade really passed? Well,
yes, it has: and it has been quite a
decade.

You may (or may not) recall that in
my 2016 Letter, [ wrote, “The
Development Project is, however, far

many opportunities to share time
together.” So much has happened in
the intervening time: Covid (no one
expected that!); our many and varied
clubs and activities, concerts and
coffee mornings; the significant
community use of our space. Friends
have moved on; others have joined
our congregation. We have said
farewell to many dear members of

“I take it our local supermarket has
a rather good offer on tinned peas

at the moment”
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Minister’s letter,

our community, now gathered into
God’s nearer presence. Underpinning
all we have done has been our diet of
worship, as we have gathered to offer
praise and thanks to God.

I am in a reflective mood, because
in late 2027 we shall celebrate the
tenth anniversary of the opening and
rededication of our buildings. Already
rumours of celebrations may be
spreading: good! A committee has
been formed (we are the Church of
Scotland, after all!) to begin planning
how we might mark this special
event, even as we look further
forward to 2028, when the
congregation of St Anne’s will
celebrate 125 years of service to the
community. (Our journey to the
“great celebration” begins on
September 26, with the Disco Bingo
evening — don’t forget to come along
and support this event.)

Over this summer, we have been
focusing in our services on the
Psalms: so often we hear them, or
parts of them; or sing arrangements of
them, but how often do we pause to
“dwell” in them, or let them “dwell”
in us? There is one psalm, however,
which is so easily overlooked, and yet

continued

it should be written in our hearts as a
worshipping community. Psalm 127
begins: “Unless the Lord builds the
house, those who build it labour in
vain.” It is a psalm which speaks not
only to us in the Church, but to all
parts of society.

In 2016 I wrote: “There is so much
change around us; there is so much to
challenge and, at times, alarm us: but
I think it is true to say that this is not
so very different from what has faced
people throughout the ages, not least
all who have tried to live out their
faith in times of uncertainty. We have
such an exciting opportunity before
us today, to build for the future,
continuing to witness to those in our
‘small corner’ of the world. By God’s
grace, let us continue to step forward
in faith, and help others see what can
be achieved. Faith is ‘Freely Accept-
ing Incredible Things Happen’, and
allowing that to give us courage,
where we are, as we are — just as it
inspired so many, from those who
first followed Jesus to those who built
St Anne’s, and those who continue to
build for the future today.”

Perhaps in this letter, as we look
back and give thanks, and begin
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planning our next celebrations, I may
be allowed to give the Psalmist the
final word:

Praise the LorD!
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty

firmament!

?Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his

surpassing greatness!

3 Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!
*Praise him with tambourine and

dance;

praise him with strings and pipe!
3 Praise him with clanging
cymbals;

praise him with loud clashing
cymbals!
6Let everything that breathes
praise the LORD!
Praise the LorD!

May God bless and keep you.

/

Earlier start for
Remembrance

Our annual service of Remembrance
takes place on Sunday, November 8,
starting at the earlier time of 10.50am
to allowing us to join the two-minute
silence at 11am.

As in recent years, we plan to adorn
the front porch of the church with
strings of poppies. Volunteers to help
string up the poppies are needed. See
weekly service sheet for details.

During Remembrance season the
church will also be illuminated by a
red glow from our floodlights and a
large banner will be displayed
reminding passers-by of the
importance of Remembrance Sunday.

Communion dates

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
is celebrated at St Anne’s during
Morning Worship on the last Sunday
in January, June and October, and on
Easter Sunday. This means that our
next full Communion service will be
on Sunday, October 25, at 11am.
Elders have been notified of their
Communion duties.

On the last Sundays of February,
March, May, September and
November, a short service of Holy
Communion is held after Morning
Worship in the Youth Chapel. The
next two short Communions are on
September 27 and November 29. All
are welcome at the Lord’s Table.
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Come, ye thankful people, come

As we prepare to celebrate
our Harvest Festival on
October 4, Lisa Watson
introduces the opium-
smoking parson who made
harvest a church feature

number of years ago we
visited Morwenstow, on
the north Cornwall
coast near Bude. We
stayed at The Old
Vicarage, which is well known in the
area because of its unusual chimneys
and its association with an eccentric
parson known as the Reverend
R S Hawker.

Robert Hawker (1803-75) was an
Anglican priest who arrived at
Morwenstow in 1834, where there
had been no vicar in residence for
over one hundred years. He inherited
a ruined vicarage and dilapidated
church and set about raising funds
for the restoration of the church and
the construction of a new vicarage.
He had two wives; the first was 20
years older than him; the second
one just 20 years old, and he
remained at the church for most of
his colourful life.

Hawker is credited with creating the
tradition of the Harvest Festival that
we know today. His early years at the
church coincided with what has been
termed the “Hungry Forties”. Wages

were inadequate, money was tight to
buy flour for bread, and people were
starving. 1842 was a particularly bad
year, but 1843 turned out to be a
much better year, producing a good
harvest. Hawker called upon his
congregation to attend church on the
first Sunday of October for a harvest
service to thank God for providing
such plentiful food. Parishioners
brought along food that they had
grown and he oversaw distribution to
those who needed it. Local corn bread
was also used at Communion during
this service.

Although Christians have always
given thanks for the harvest, Hawker
turned it into the ritual that it has now
become. News spread through parish
magazines and other churches

Top, Robert
Hawker. Left,
the vicarage
and its
unusual
chimneys.
Right, the tiny
hut he built

followed suit, leading to the festival
becoming widely adopted.

Hawker was also an opium-
smoking poet and quite a character.
He was also extremely
compassionate. Morwenstow church
is situated near cliffs overlooking the
Atlantic, where rocks around the
coastline are notorious for causing
shipwrecks. High on the cliff, he built
a tiny hut made from driftwood from
these shipwrecks, which he used as a
retreat and as a place to observe the
sea. The hut has two doors; the lower
door acts as protection from the
weather, and the upper door to look
out to sea. My husband Tom and I
have sat in this hut, which now
belongs to the National Trust and is
the smallest property that they own.

After a ship was wrecked the
drowned sailors often washed ashore
below the cliffs. Hawker took it upon
himself to recover the bodies washed
up from the sea because it was
important for him to give them a
Christian burial. Many lie in the
church graveyard today.

As we celebrate the Harvest
Festival this year, let us remember
this unconventional man who started
this tradition in Victorian times and
who did so much for his community.
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Don’t miss Disco Bingo

Our fabulous Disco Bingo evening
will take place on Saturday,
September 26, in the Kaimes Hall
from 6pm to 8pm. Tickets are now
available from the Education Team.
It’s just like Bingo, but with a
musical theme instead of numbers.
To make this an enjoyable event for
all ages and musical tastes we need
you to provide us with your favourite
music or songs. This can be anything
from hymns to classical pieces, it can

Songs of Praise

Members of churches from across
Corstorphine gathered at St Anne’s
on May 24 for Songs of Praise for
Pentecost. Many of them stayed on
for tea, coffee, cakes and fellowship
(pictured).The service included
favourite congregational hymns such
as Christ Triumphant, Ever Reigning;
Spirit of Truth and Grace; and Come
Living God, When Least Expected.

Which member of the choir put
bubble mixture in the organ blower?

be music from the music halls, your
favourite songs from stage and screen
or the music that reminds you of
those family memories.

We are raising money to support St
Anne’s celebrations for our special
anniversaries that are coming up in
2027 and 2028 and it is essential
that we play the songs that you know
and love.

We will also be running a tombola
stall on the night and its success relies

e

St Anne’s feeds the homeless

Volunteers from St Anne’s took their
turn providing a nourishing meal for
residents of The Welcome Centre at
ELS House on Gorgie Road, which is
run Bethany Christian Trust.

The meal, which consisted of
chicken curry with rice and a dessert
of trifle, was prepared in the kitchen
at St Anne’s. Ten volunteers were
involved in preparing, serving and
delivering the meal, and the cleaning
up, of whom five are pictured: Liz,
Mags, Noel, Martyn and Maxine.

We were asked to prepare food for
50 people, which was gratefully
received and enjoyed. We hope to do
the next meal in September.

Meanwhile, the monthly Foodbank
collection continues in church on the
fourth Sunday of the month. The July
collection received 120kg of goods
and a remarkable £220 in cash. The
next collection is on September 27.

on your generous donations for
prizes. These must be items that are
new or unused. We are now accepting
donations and these can be given to
members of the Education Team or
left on the stage at Sunday coffee for
us to collect.

In anticipation of your wonderful
generosity — thank you! And we look
forward to seeing you on Saturday,
September 26.

(Maxine Grant and Mags Menzies)

Raising the roof

Work has been underway to repair
the roof above the kitchen. This has
been a long and complex project.
Meanwhile, other leaks have opened
up, including above the sanctuary —
as those at Morning Worship on July
26 discovered.

If you see any items that are broken
please inform the office, NOT the
minister.

F
i

Tinned food, packets and toiletries
are greatly appreciated. Those unable
to carry heavy bags are welcome to
donate cash, which the Foodbank
uses to purchase items that are
needed by their families. Taxpayers
can now complete a GiftAid form.
(Noel Proven)
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THE ACORN

Join us for Christian Fellowship and refreshments

from 10:30 am on the last Monday of the month.
fin December, we'll maet on the 14th.)

3 St Anne's Church
Belgrave Room - Kaimes Road Entrance

2026 September 28
October 26
Movember 30
December 14
2027 January 25
February a2
March 29
April 26
May 31
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BOOK CLUB

We meet on Wednesday evenings at
7.30pm in the Belgrave room.

August 26
October 7
November 11
December 16

2027
January 20
February 17
March 31
May 12
June 23

Fnne's

Ptk { Bk

Satciay Wit

Whist is a timeless card game that's both
fun and simple for newcomers to learn and
enjoy.

Everyone is invited to join us at
Z2pm in the Belgrave room.

2026

September 19
ﬁ. : October 17
MNovember 21

§
P Chaict

2 JACK s JILL Y™
CHILDREN’S =
TODDLER GROUP

STAY AND PLAY
FOR AGES 0-4

Come join the fun with your little ones!
A relaxed and friendly space for toddlers toplay,
explore, and make new friends — while

§ - ﬁ parents and carers connect too

b

All children aged 0-4
welcome

£15 per term

Contact Alison at
alisonyelland6B@gmail.com

Wednesdays 9.30 - 11.30
at 5t Anne's Church, Corstorphine
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Introducing St Anne’s Friday Club

The group formerly known as
Caring&Sharing@St Anne’s will
reconvene on Friday, September 11,
under the new name of St Anne’s
Friday Club. The team are confident
that this change of name will
encourage more people to come
along and share fellowship over a cup
of coffee and cake and, at alternate
meetings, hear a speaker on an
interesting topic.

After our first “coffee, cake and
chat” meeting, we return on
September 25 to hear Keith Taylor
talk about the Breakfast Bothy
(pictured), which provides meals and
support to people experiencing
homelessness in Edinburgh.

Later topics will include a talk on
Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance
(October 23) and a talk by John
Keogh on The Ootsider, which makes
and donates sleeping coats to rough
sleepers (November 20).

Copies of our programme for
2026-27 will be available from the

Wid& Omig
FOE THE

office, at the first meeting of the FAN
Club on September 4 and at St
Anne’s Friday Club meetings from
September 11. Finally, on December
11 we are holding a joint Christmas
lunch with the FAN Club.

Please do come and support our
meetings and help to make them the
success they deserve to be and to
support the speakers. We will be
delighted to welcome you at any of
our meetings. (Ellison Bishop)

v

Calling FANs of Old Corstorphine

The regular meetings of the FAN
(Friends and Neighbours) Club
resume on Friday, September 4 at
10.30am and continue on alternate
Fridays offering tea, coffee and home
baking. From about 11am we have a
speaker or other form of
entertainment until about 12 noon.
The committee have been busy
arranging an interesting programme
that begins on September 18 with
Roy Johnston talking about “The man

who never was”, part of a cunning
wartime plan to fool Nazi Germany
into believing that the Allies’ true
target was Greece.

Christopher Fleet, curator of maps
at the National Library of Scotland,
will join us on October 2 to discuss
“Early maps of Corstorphine and
environs over time”, one of which
might have been helpful for Tot, this
rather lost-looking zebra (pictured
left), when he took a stroll through
Corstorphine with Grace Forrest, his
keeper, in November 1964.

On October 16 Keith Walker will
take us on “A Stroll through the Dean
Village” and on October 30 Nik
Terrell talks about “Red Dot Radio”.

Finally, on December 11 we are
holding a joint Christmas lunch with
the Friday Club. Why not join us?
You will be most welcome.

(Evelyn Conner and Eleanor Kerse)
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Clubs in brief

Acorn coffee dates

The ACORN is a Christian coffee
morning run by the churches in
Corstorphine and open to people
from all churches or none. We meet
on the last Monday of each month
at10.30am, in the Belgrave Room,
starting on September 28. Do join us.
(Muriel Gibson, 317 1335)

Shuttlecock fun

The Badminton Club restarts on
Monday, September 14, at 7.30pm in
the Kaimes Hall. We play social
badminton (no leagues) for fun and
exercise. New members aged 16 to
116, of any standard, are always
welcome. If you are interested
contact Lyn Chalmers tel: 563 1872
or just turn up on the night.

Whist-ful games

Saturday Whist meets on the third
Saturdays of September, October and
November. We start at 2pm, take a
short break for a cuppa and finish
around 4pm. We play “Rainbow
Whist”, which means a change of
partner and table after three rounds of
cards, using specially printed
coloured cards. All ages are
welcome. Even if you do not know
the rules, it’s easy to pick up and we
all enjoy a leisurely and friendly
Saturday afternoon.

(Carol Robertson, 563 8563)

Turn a new page

The St Anne’s Book Club meets once
a month in the Belgrave Room on
Wednesdays at 7.30pm.

On October 7 we will be discussing
A Winter Grave by Peter May.
November 11 is The Calamity Club
by Kathryn Stockett. And on
December 16 we will look at The
Seven Sisters by Lucinda Riley.

Everyone is welcome to join us.
(Noel Proven)



ISSUE 698

PAGE 8

Guild: buses, butterflies and bikes

he Guild restarts on
September 8 and we look
forward to welcoming
members back for a new
and varied
programme of talks on
subjects ranging from
the Shetland Bus to
Butterflies in the
Pentlands, both by
excellent speakers
we have had
before, and from a
Project Meeting
called Operation
Hope to a well-
recommended speaker
talking about Blood Bikes.
Over these past months there has
not been overly much Guild activity,
but lots has been going on behind the

scenes to arrange speakers for an
interesting and uplifting programme

during our next session. However, we
did have a couple of successful Guild

drop-in coffee mornings on

coming along and
meeting up with
others, some of
whom had not
seen each other
since the AGM
back in March.
Sadly, for various
reasons, there has
been no Guild Outing
this year,

Meanwhile, we trust that you all

have been enjoying this extended
period of good weather, and that you

have managed to get out and about
and enjoy the sunshine. Time just
seems to have flown past since our
last magazine item.

A reminder about all our activities
will be sent via the “Guild Doings”
before the relevant date. And as usual
there will be an intimation in the
Order of Service on the Sunday
beforehand.

Should any of your friends or
neighbours be interested in what we
do, please encourage them to come
along and join us, even if it is only for
a single meeting in the first instance.
Who knows? They might enjoy the
time in our company and decide to
come along on a regular basis.
Newcomers are most welcome.
(Ethel Thomson)
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Lost property found

The lost property box is once more
overflowing with hats, gloves, scarfs,
umbrellas, water bottles and other
items. The box is in the kitchen, in
the rear alcove. Please claim by the
end of September, at which time any
remaining items will either go to a
good cause or be disposed of.

(Lyn Chalmers)

Bibles for bairns

The Bibles for bairns scheme offers
every baby born in Scotland a free
Share a Story Bible on their first
birthday. Every birthday after that,
the Scottish Bible Society sends a
Bible-related gift until their fifth
birthday, when they will receive an
early reader Bible. Contact:
jen.robertson@scottishbiblesociety.org

Prayer for September

Dear Lord,

September — the month of new
starts! New terms, new groups, new
friends, new hopes, every year. Lord,
be with us!

Lord, thank you for the new start
you offer us when we put our trust in
Jesus. A new start that we make once
— and then can renew every day.
Every time we falter, you pick us up.

Every time we come back to you, you
forgive us and accept us.

Thank you, Lord, for never letting
us down, for never leaving or
forsaking us, that new starts with you
are always possible, not just in
September.

In Jesus’ name,

Amen.

(By Daphne Kitching)
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“... and once you’ve done the flower
arrangements, polished the pews,
scrubbed the floor, shined the silver
and taken a look at the problem with
the boiler, we wondered... well, you
have to laugh, but all six bell-ringers

”»

are on holiday at the same time...

From Almondell to Roseburn

The annual programme of Tuesday
summer walks has come to an end,
but not before our enthusiastic
walkers enjoyed a picnic at Gullane
on the southern shore of the Firth of
Forth in East Lothian (pictured).

The programme began on May 12
with a walk to Crammond. The
following week Irene and Heather
led us to the old Restalrig railway
track, which begins at the foot of
Easter Road. After Almondell (a
great favourite for many) we were
back in the city for a walk that, for
the very fit, included Calton Hill and
then to Roseburn Park.

On June 16 Margaret led a walk
around the glorious estate at Cammo
and the week after we headed to
Warriston and the Water of Leith, led
in superb weather by Noel and Kath.
There was more good weather on
June 30 when we visited
Musselburgh and Carberry led by
Lyn and Morellen.

Into July and we visited
Meadowbank and walked round
Lochend Park to see the ducks and
geese. History came to the fore on
July 14 at Old Buttercup Farm in
Clermiston, to the west of
Corstorphine Hill.

Our daytime outing, on July 21,
took us to Gullane, where we had a
picnic, walked along the beach and
enjoyed a picnic, a paddle and an ice-
cream. The season ended with a
delightful supper.

The Tuesday walks resume towards
the end of May 2027. Watch the
magazine for further details.

Our Daily Bread

Some of us at St Anne’s use the daily
notes Our Daily Bread, readings and
resources to help us better understand
the Christian faith. If you would like
a copy, I would be happy to order for
you and deliver them in church every
three months.

(Muriel Gibson 317 1335)

Session dates

The Session will meet in the
Belgrave Room at 7.30pm on
September 30 and November 25. All
elders are encouraged to take part as
we discuss the business side of
running St Anne’s Church.

Magazine deadline
The deadline for contributions to the
next issue of the St Anne’s Magazine
1s November 1, 2026. This issue will
include events during Advent,
Christmas and the start of Lent.

Sunday Club
Church Choir
FAN Club
Guild

Badminton

The ACORN

5t Anne’s Friday Club

FilmNights@StAnne's

ST ANNE'S GROUP RESTART DATES

AUTUMN 2026

Sunday August
Thursday September 3
Friday September 4

Tuesday September 8

Monday September

Monday September

Friday September 11

Tuesday October

23
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Remembermg Rose

ose Fleming’s experience

as a midwife was put to

good use when she was

asked to help with

ambing on the hills of
Northumberland. Her knowledge of
many types of surgery put in her pole
position to be involved in some of the
country’s first liver transplants. And
her expertise in gardening and
maintenance served well the grounds
and buildings of St Anne’s.

“She missed no detail, and I believe
the Church gardeners still quake at
the mention of her name,” the Rev
Jamie Griggs told the congregation at
her memorial service on June 25.
“For years she cared for the fabric of
our buildings, and in my early days I
would often find her trotting through
the building with a screwdriver, or
some other tool, in her hand.”

Rose, who died on May 31, was
ordained an elder in 2007, giving
freely of her time and talents, as she
did elsewhere. In 1993 her
membership of the National Trust had
enabled her to spend two fascinating
weeks on the abandoned island of St
Kilda, maintaining buildings and
cleits as well as exploring those
fascinating islands and their wildlife.

She was an active member of Clan
MacLeod, created costumes for Noel
Proven’s Manor School of Ballet,
taught herself to spin and embraced
every aspect of gardening. Indeed,
“tidying up” friends’ gardens was one
of her specialities. That sometimes
involved taking cuttings. Kath Palmer
told her memorial service that after
one Austrian holiday, some ivy-leafed
geranium cuttings made their way
through airport security wrapped in
damp in the depths of Rose’s sponge
bag because, as she reasonably
pointed out: “You don’t get this
variety at home.”

Rose was born on June 25, 1938.
Her father was an accountant in the

RAF, which meant the family moved
at regular intervals. Her two brothers
went to boarding school but, as she
said, she went with the furniture,
attending six schools.

For a time they lived in Fetcham,
Surrey, where Rose and her brother
Robin enjoyed their 2.5-acre garden.
Their father educated them both in
the responsibilities of, among other
things, egg collecting. They had a
chicken run and a paddock with a
couple of cows, while air raids and
doodlebugs were a part of their lives.

From the age of 12 Rose had
wanted to be a nurse and in 1957
began her training at King’s College
Hospital, London. After qualifying
she spent four months as an au pair in
Freiburg im Breisgau, West Germany,
caring for three children aged six to
ten years who spoke no English.

Back home she was involved in the
Guiding movement. Her experiences
at the Baden Powell centenary world
camp in 1957 and her Sea Ranger
training at Dartmouth in 1959 left a
lasting mark, as did the sound of her
bosun’s whistle on all her beloved

dogs. Her skills with sails and canvas,

cordage and camp equipment, also
made her an invaluable camp adviser.
“Tents, marquees, fire shelters, tools,
and patrol boxes were maintained
with meticulous care, and she passed
those standards on generously,” said
Mags Menzies.

By the autumn of 1961 she was
undertaking midwifery training in
Edinburgh, spending time working in
the operating theatres of the Royal
Infirmary. After two and a half years
she took a job at a hotel in Wooler,
Northumberland and in her free time
she was persuaded by the local vet to
help with the lambing, TB testing and
even surgery.

In 1965 Rose returned to King’s,
where she was involved in some of
the first liver transplants, a joint
venture with Addenbrooke’s Hospital,
Cambridge. Nine years on a nursing
friend from Edinburgh suggested that
she apply for a theatre management
post at the Royal Infirmary, where she
spent 11 happy years. She was also
persuaded to take on the management
of the Sterilising Centre, which
involved servicing the instruments for
60 per cent of the hospitals in the
Lothian region.

In her first few weeks there she met
Nancy MacLeod Nicol, Noel’s sister,
who became her closest friend. They
had a caravan in Fife where they
spent many happy weekends with the
dogs they shared.

Jamie reminded the congregation of
Rose’s common sense and quirky
sense of humour. Not long after he
arrived at St Anne’s, in 2013, and was
living in Belgrave Road, he heard
what he assumed were mice running
along the side of the house. He said:
“Moments later, a mower started, and
there were Rose and Kath busy doing
the garden, and it was maintained to a
superb standard. I have to admit, I did
ask if they were manse pixies — and
got a snort from Rose for that.”
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Film

......

Come and join us for a journey through an
eclectic selection of films! Free entry;
refreshments provided. Doors open at
6.30pm. The show begins at 7.00pm.

Club

Tuesday, October 27

Mrs Henderson Presents

The true story of Laura Henderson (Judi Dench), a
70-year-old widow who buys a theatre in London and

appoints Vivian Van Damm (Bob Hoskins) to manage it
(98 minutes, 12)

Tuesday, November 24 (NB, early start, 6.45pm)
The Apartment

Jack Lemmon stars as an insurance clerk who finds
an unusual way to climb the corporate ladder in
Billy Wilde’s romantic comedy

(120 minutes, PG)

Tuesday, December 15

Miracle on 34 Street (1947)

A Christmas favourite: does George Seaton’s triple
Oscar-winning film reveal the real Santa Claus?
(92 minutes, U)

Tuesday, January 26

Agnes of God

Jane Fonda, Anne Bancroft and Meg Tilly star in
Norman Jewison’s mystery drama about strange
goings on at a Canadian convent

(94 minutes, 15)

Tuesday, February 23

Young Frankenstein

Mel Brooks directs this hilarious parody of the
horror-film genre, shot entirely in black and white
(105 minutes, PG)

Tuesday, March 30
Field of Dreams
Ghosts of baseball legends past come flocking

when Kevin Costner builds a pitch in his cornfield
(101 minutes, PG)
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‘At once they left §
their nets and
followed HIM’

We mark St Andrew’s Day
on November 30. But who
was he, why the diagonal
cross, and what is his
connection to Scotland?

ccording to the Gospel

of Matthew, Andrew

and his brother Simon

Peter were the first two

disciples whom Jesus
called: “Come, follow me, and I will
make you fishers of men” (Matthew
1v:18,19). Without more ado, they
obeyed. “At once they left their nets
and followed Him.”

Like many fervent Jews at the time,
Andrew and an unnamed companion
had been drawn to the desert, to be
taught by the charismatic prophet
John the Baptist. Many thought he
was the long-promised Messiah, but
John insisted that he was not. “I am
the voice crying in the wilderness,”
he declared. “Prepare the way of the
Lord! One comes after me who is
greater than [ am.” So when one day
John pointed out Jesus to Andrew and
his friend and described him as the
“Lamb of God”, they assumed that
the next stage of their spiritual search
was about to unfold. As Jesus made
off, they followed Him.

It was Andrew who helped
introduce a group of Greeks to Jesus
(John xii:20-22) and Andrew who
offered the five small barley loaves
and two small fishes when Jesus
challenged them to feed the five
thousand. (John vi:8). His faith in
Jesus over small things was richly
rewarded, and this faithful Galilean
fisherman-turned-disciple became
known as one of the 12 apostles of
the Christian Church.

of St
Andrew
next to
the
cathedral
at Amalfi
in Italy

Andrew never returned to
Galilee. Instead, his “fishing for men”
seems to have taken him far. One
tradition links him with Greece,
where both Scythia and Epirus
claimed him as their apostle. Another
place in Greece, Patras in Achaia, is
where he was eventually martyred.

Like Jesus, Andrew was crucified,
but the story goes that during the two
days it took him to die, he preached
earnestly to the people about
Jesus. Andrew was not afraid of death
on a cross — he had seen it before, and
knew one thing for certain: because
of Jesus, there was nothing but
eternal life ahead of him.

Hundreds of churches were named
after him in Italy, France and
England. But he ended up as patron
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saint of Scotland because, according
to one ancient legend, his relics were
taken from Patras to Scotland in the
8™ century and ended up in Fife,
where a church dedicated to him was
built and became a centre for
evangelisation and later

pilgrimage. As the only apostle to
reach Scotland, he was chosen as the
patron saint. However, his remains
did not stay in the country.

In art, Andrew is depicted in the
most ancient examples with a normal
Latin cross. The saltire cross X,
commonly called St Andrew’s Cross,
and which represents Scotland, was
associated with him from the
10™ century. Today his feast day,
November 30, marks the end of the
Christian year.
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Whistler while you worship

Yvonne Barrie and a
friend found Christian
fellowship at a community
church in the Canadian

ski resort of Whistler

n a recent holiday my
friend Lissa Mitchell
and I drove north in a
camper van on “The
Sea to Sky Highway”,
from just outside Vancouver to
Whistler, a Canadian resort
famous for winter skiing
and summer activities
such has hiking,
cycling, canoeing,
golfing and fishing.

We had visited
Whistler 28 years earlier
on a skiing holiday so it
was interesting to see if there
were many changes. The village
looked and felt much the same, with
the biggest change being a connecting
gondola from Blackcomb to Whistler
mountains, enabling skiers to tackle
both in a day, rather than choosing
only one as we had done previously.
Visiting in summer when the lower
ski slopes are transformed into
mountain-biking trails, we watched a
trial event which looked like it
required both great nerve and
excellent biking skills.

On our last Sunday we visited
Whistler Community Church. It was
quite a walk to get there and I had
hurt my foot on a waterfall trail the
day before, so we went in the van and
parked in the church car park,
checking this was OK with a lady on
the door. “No problem,” came the
answer, even though our 22ft van
took up a lot of space in the car park

The church building is in a modern
style, but fitting for the area. It
opened in September 2021 on a new
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~site but was established

in 1976. Inside, the
sanctuary is all white with a

high window containing four

panes of glass; the top two are
slightly smaller so the window frame
formed a white cross, simple but very
effective (pictured above). The floor
has a light-coloured carpet and all the
chairs are moveable. On this day they
were placed to form tiered arcs, like a
theatre. There was a low stage with
musicians and singers. The service
began with a song and the
congregation were invited to join in
with the chorus, which they did with
great enthusiasm.

An elder announced the format of
the service and introduced another
elder, who said a long prayer asking
God to guide and support their pastor.
The prayer also included a plea from
the Sunday School teachers who
asked us to pray that the children
behaved during today’s Sunday
School class.

Tim Olson (insert), the lead pastor,
explained that they had been studying
the book of James. This week the
reading was James III, “taming the
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tongue”. It was a hard-hitting sermon
with consideration of the harms a
loose tongue can cause and the good
that can happen with consideration
before you speak; “out of the same
mouth come praise and cursing”.

The congregation were invited to
partake in Communion and walked
towards the front of the Sanctuary to
be handed a piece of bread and to
receive a small red fruit juice. The
whole service was relaxed and well
received by all.

We were then invited to another hall
for coffee and cake, where we met the
elder who had done the introductions
at the beginning of the service, and
was from Bishopbriggs, in East
Dunbartonshire, and had lived in
Whistler for 19 years, rounding off a
welcoming and friendly visit.

Have you visited another
church? Why not share
your experiences with St
Anne’s? Please send about
400 words and some
pictures to the office.
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Behind the hymn:

Glorious Things of
Thee Are Spoken

A tune by Haydn, an
assault by Napoleon and
words by John Newton
are behind this glorious
hymn of praise

he year was 1809 and
Vienna was under
bombardment by
Napoleon’s troops. The
great Austrian composer,
Franz Joseph Haydn (pictured), then
old and frail, asked to be carried to
his piano. There he made his own
defiance of Napoleon, by solemnly
playing through his composition
Emperor’s Hymn. Haydn had
composed it for the Austrian
Emperor, Franz II’s birthday on
February 12, 1797. Haydn never
touched his piano again and died a
few days later on May 31, aged 77.
That is where the tune for this
well-loved hymn came from. It
quickly became the tune of the
Austrian national anthem and was
later even adopted by the Germans,
as the tune for August Heinrich
Hoffman von Fallersleben’s (1798 —
1874) anthem Deutschlandlied,
which began with the famous words
“Deutschland uber alles” (Germany
before everything). In the political
upheavals of the 20" century the
tune survived in the German
national anthem, but was abandoned
by Austria in 1946.
In the meantime the tune had
reached England as early as 1805. It
was then that the words of a hymn

Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;

He whose word cannot be broken
Formed thee for his own abode.
On the rock of ages founded,

What can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded,
Thou may st smile at all thy foes.

See, the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love,

Well supply thy sons and
daughters,

And all fear of want remove.

Who can faint while such a river
Ever flows their thirst to assuage:
Grace, which like the Lord the
giver,

Never fails from age to age?...

"'Round each habitation hov ring,
see the cloud and fire appear

for a glory and a cov ring,
showing that the Lord is near.
Thus deriving from their banner
light by night and shade by day,
safe they feed upon the manna
which He gives them on their way.

Saviour, since of Zion s city

1 through grace a member am,
let the world deride or pity,

1 will glory in Thy name.
Fading is the worldling s
pleasures,

all his boasted pomp and show;
solid joys and lasting treasures
none but Zion's children know.

by John Newton were first paired up
with it. This meant that when the
Austrian Emperor Franz visited his

grandmother Queen Victoria he
most likely would have sung his
own national anthem tune to English
words written by a converted slave
trader turned country vicar.

Newton’s inspiration for this
hymn comes from Psalm 87,
“Glorious things are spoken of you,
O city of God” (v3), and a text from
Isaiah xxxiii:20-21: “Look on
Zion... there the Lord in majesty
will be for us a place of broad rivers
and streams...”

The hymn celebrates the joy of
knowing that the Church is the new
Jerusalem (Zion) where God abides.
He rejoices that God protects His
people and promises to supply their
needs. He leads them into the
Promised Land, just as He led the
Israelites through the wilderness to
their Promised Land. Back then, He
led them with a fiery and cloudy
pillar; now we have His Spirit
within us, to guide us each step of
the way home.

THETRUE VINE

Who is the vine?

John 15:1

What does lesus
ask us to do?

H “Go and bear
ow many )
times does Jesus —_————
use the word John 15:16
FRUIT?
READ
John 15:1-17
What does
Jesus command?
To How many

times does Jesus
command us
to LOVE

one another?

one another,
John 15:12,17
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GARDENER « FRUIT « FRUITFUL
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REMAIN - ABIDE - DISCIPLES - JOY
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What happens
to the branches
that do not remain
in the vine?

Thrown into the

John 15:6
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September
Wednesday 2
Friday 4
Sunday 6
Tuesday 8
Wednesday 9
Friday 11
Sunday 13
Wednesday 16
Friday 18
Saturday 19
Sunday 20
Tuesday 22
Wednesday 23
Friday 25
Saturday 26
Sunday 27
Monday 28
Wednesday 30

October
Friday 2
Sunday 4
Tuesday 6
Wednesday 7
Friday 9
Sunday 11
Friday 16
Saturday 17
Sunday 18
Tuesday 20
Wednesday 21
Friday 23
Sunday 25
Monday 26
Tuesday 27
Wednesday 28
Friday 30

November
Sunday 1
Tuesday 3
Wednesday 4
Friday 6
Sunday 8
Wednesday 11
Friday 13
Sunday 15
Tuesday 17
Wednesday 18
Friday 20
Saturday 21
Sunday 22
Tuesday 24
Wednesday 25
Friday 27
Sunday 29

Diary dates: Sept-Nov 2026

9.30am Jack & Jill Club
10.30am FAN Club

11am Morning Worship
2.30pm Guild

9.30am Jack & Jill Club
10.30am Friday Club
11am Morning Worship
9.30am Jack & Jill Club
10.30am FAN Club

2pm Whist

11am Morning Worship
7.30pm Guild

9.30am Jack & Jill Club
10.30am Friday Club

6pm Disco Bingo Evening
11am Morning Worship, followed by Communion (Foodbank)
10.30am The Acorn

9.30am Jack & Jill Club; 7.30pm Session

Tea and coffee
are served in the
Kaimes Hall each
Sunday after
the service.
All welcome!

&

10.30am FAN Club

11am Morning Worship (Harvest Festival)
2.30pm Guild

9.30am Jack & Jill Club; 7.30pm Book Club
10.30am Friday Club

11am Morning Worship

10.30am FAN Club

2pm Whist

11am Morning Worship

7.30pm Guild

9.30am Jack & Jill Club

10.30am Friday Club

11am Morning Worship with Communion (Foodbank)
10.30am The Acorn

6.30pm Film Club: Mrs Henderson Presents
9.30am Jack & Jill Club

10.30am FAN Club

11am Morning Worship

2.30pm Guild

9.30am Jack & Jill Club

10.30am Friday Club

10.50am Morning Worship (Remembrance)
9.30am Jack & Jill Club; 7.30pm Book Club
10.30am FAN Club

11am Morning Worship

7.30pm Guild

9.30am Jack & Jill Club

10.30am Friday Club

2pm Whist

11am Morning Worship (Foodbank)
6.30pm Film Club: The Apartment

9.30am Jack & Jill Club; 7.30pm Session
10.30am FAN Club

11am Morning Worship, followed by Communion

Children and young people
are welcome at the Sunday
Club. Join us in the
Sanctuary at 11am for the
start of Morning Worship,
then go out for activities.




